CITY OF SALEM Selem, OR 97301

AT YOUR SERVICE

Staff Report
File #: 24-23 Date: 1/22/2024
Version: 1 Item #:
TO: Mayor and City Council
THROUGH: Keith Stahley, City Manager
FROM: Brian D. Martin, PE, Public Works Director

SUBJECT:

Request to create a mid-year project for design and construction of intersection improvements
including a new traffic signal at the Liberty Road S and Davis Road S intersection.

Ward(s): Wards 4, 7

Councilor(s): Councilors - Gwyn, Nordyke

Neighborhood(s): South Gateway Neighborhood Association, Sunnyslope Neighborhood Association
Result Area(s): Safe, Reliable and Efficient Infrastructure

SUMMARY:

Due to increasing traffic volumes in the area, there is a need to improve the intersection of Liberty
Road S and Davis Road S. To begin construction of these improvements in 2025, design work must
start in February 2024. This mid-year project request provides funds for design and construction of
the intersection improvements including a new traffic signal.

ISSUE:

Shall City Council authorize the creation of a transportation project, “Liberty Road S at Davis Road S
Intersection Improvements,” in the FY 2024 Transportation 2022 Safety and Livability Bond
Construction Fund?

RECOMMENDATION:

Authorize the creation of a transportation project, “Liberty Road S at Davis Road S Intersection
Improvements,” in the FY 2024 2022 Safety and Livability Bond Construction Fund.

FACTS AND FINDINGS:

e The 2022 Safety and Livability bond includes a project for Davis Road S Improvements from
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Skyline Road S to Liberty Road S with construction planned to begin in 2031. The project
funding included the estimated cost of improvements to the intersection of Davis Road S and
Liberty Road S.

e The intersection improvements are also a condition of private development in the area. The
Harrison Heights Subdivision, which is currently in the platting process, has a condition to
construct the improvements. The development is responsible for six percent of the cost of the
improvements with the remainder of the improvement eligible for reimbursement funding
from Transportation System Development Charges, if available. Fee in lieu of improvement
charges have also been collected from previous developments, which can be applied to the
intersection improvements.

e The requested mid-year project will install a new traffic signal and other intersection
improvements at the Liberty Road S and Davis Road S intersection, as shown on Attachment
No. 1 - Project Location Map.

e Increasing traffic in the neighborhood has highlighted the need for the traffic signal. Creation
of the mid-year project and advancing bond funds to begin the project during this fiscal year
will allow construction to be completed more quickly than when the project is required to be
constructed by the developer or with the larger Davis Road S bond project. The strategy to
accelerate this traffic signal component of the Davis Road S bond project was presented to
the 2022 Safety and Livability Bond Oversight Committee on November 30, 2023. As a City
project, construction is planned to begin in 2025.

e The estimated project cost is $1,650,000 and will be initially funded from the Transportation
2022 Safety and Livability Bond Construction Fund with $250,000 for design. The remaining
funds will be programmed in the FY 2025 Capital Budget from Transportation System
Development Charges, Bond funds and Trust in Agency fee-in-lieu receipts.

BACKGROUND:

Allen Dannen, PE
City Engineer

Attachments:
1. Project Location Map
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