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Subject: SMC Congregational Statement on Anti-Racism
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Respectfully submitted for public comment for tonight's Salem City Council meeting -
Congregational Statement on Anti-Racism from Salem Mennonite Church.

Beth Yutzie Sell
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Salem
Mennonite
Church

“Racism, antipathy and alienation stand in the way of Christ’s kingdom of love, justice and
peace. As missional communities we will seek to dismantle individual and systemic racism in
our church. We will also seek to develop intercultural competence, which means that we work
to heal racial divisions, learn to live and work in a multicultural context, and value all the gifts of
God'’s diverse people.” -Mennonite Church USA, Statement on Racism

Congregational Statement

To: Salem-Keizer, OR Area Community Leaders — Chiefs of Police, Mayors, City Council, Marion County
Commissioners, Oregon State Police

From: Salem Mennonite Church

RE: Racism and White Nationalism Concerns for the Salem-Keizer Community

Greetings Public Servants and Elected Officials. Thank you for the time and effort you dedicate to serving our cities. We
implore you to ensure our communities are safe for everyone by denouncing hate, racism, and white nationalism.
Additionally, for everyone in the communities we love to thrive, we all must own and address the roots and
consequences of systemic racism.

As followers of Christ and members of the Salem Mennonite Church faith community, we unequivocally denounce white
nationalism, systemic racism, and acts of hate. We have become increasingly concerned for the safety and wellbeing of
community members because of the prevalence of incidents motivated by racism and hate in and around Salem. Our
concern is heightened, especially for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) community members, by the
presence of White Nationalist groups in our community, particularly when these groups are carrying guns and other
weapons through public areas and residential neighborhoods. The most egregious incidents include the racially
motivated murder of Herman Graham lll and physical attacks on peaceful protesters. We have enclosed a timeline of
incidents through Nov. 2020 for your review. More targeted, hate-filled incidents have occurred since then.





Seeing messages and actions of hate happening in our community is gut-wrenching and we believe that it is preventable.
If current laws such as allowing open-carry weapons or open-containers for alcohol are hindering police from having the
appropriate tools to protect the public we implore you to make changes. The discrepancy in how members of the
community are policed also must be addressed. This disparity is chronicled by a report on Nov. 29 in the Statesman
Journal, “A common refrain that keeps coming up over and over again from the members of the community who talk to
me...there’s a double standard on how protests are being handled depending on one’s political persuasion or the color of

their skin.” —Vanessa Nordyke, Salem City Councilor.

This is a critical moment to engage in the work of dismantling systemic racism in partnership with our BIPOC

communities. What opportunity gaps in education, healthcare, transportation, financial services, and housing has

systemic oppression created? What are the organizations, public and private, that need to be involved in these

conversations? This work must start now. How can we partner with you?

Salem is the City of Peace, but we must consciously make it so. We reached out to you because you serve in an

important leadership position and we value the contribution you make to the Salem-Keizer community. We are asking

each Community Leader that has received this letter to specifically and publicly denounce hate, racism and White

Nationalism. Our Black and Brown sisters and brothers, and all of us, cannot question where you stand.

We join our names with the millions across the country that took to the streets to mourn the senseless killing of George
Floyd, and all the senseless killing that has come both before and after, including in our own city. We join our names with
the other faith and community organizations here in Salem including Sacred Circle groups, Salem Methodist churches,
Black Joy Oregon, Latinos Unidos Siempre, and Salem-Keizer NAACP, — that are reaching out to you and echoing Martin

Luther King Jr., “The time is always right to do what is right.”

Faithfully in Christ - Salem Mennonite Church
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Timeline of Concerning Local Events: (Please note that this is not a comprehensive list)

On Nov. 29 Patriot Prayer staged a protest outside an OSHA inspector’s home because an OSHA fine was levied against a
business that did not follow state health guidelines to stop the spread of COVID-19. Their language, manner and intent

was intimidating and harassing.

On Oct. 23 Herman Graham Il was murdered by a White man charged with first degree bias crime. Salem police have
released very little information regarding progress with the case; much of what the community knows is based on social
media posts.

On Oct. 17 members of the Proud Boys walked around Bush's Pasture Park carrying guns, knives and other weapons
while intoxicated, pointing their guns at people to intimidate and threaten them. In this same manner they walked
through surrounding residential neighborhoods to protest in front of the Governor’s mansion. We ask you, would a
group of inebriated Black persons open carrying guns have been allowed to proceed without intervention?

On Labor Day the Proud Boys and other hate groups protested at the Oregon State Capitol, equating members of the
LGBTQ community to pedophiles and calling for Democratic leaders to be shot down. Police made several arrests after

this group attacked and injured BLM counter-protestors.

On August 15, 2020 members of The American Patriot Society attacked peaceful protesters at the Oregon State Capitol.
One member, Vincent Burroughs, physically assaulted multiple women. He approached them, running, then applied a
chokehold to Julianne Jackson from behind and bodily threw her to the ground. He also attacked two other women who

came to her aid. The Oregon State Police has yet to press any charges for these assaults.

On May 5 and June 1 heavily armed Proud Boys and members of other hate groups stood guard outside a downtown

Salem hair salon, after the owner refused to close in response to state health guidelines to stop the spread of COVID-19.
On March 31 “Whites Only” was written on the side of McKinley Grade School. No one has been charged.

The Oregon Legislature canceled a session after members of the Three Percenters, an extremist hate group, threatened
to storm the State Capitol during the 2019 Republican walk-out.

Patriot Prayer, The Three Percenters, and Proud Boys have all been identified as hate groups by the Southern Poverty Law Center. All
are associated explicitly or tangentially with the White Nationalism movement. In his 2017 article “As White Supremacy Sits Down,
White Nationalism Stands Up” Eric Ward, Executive Director of the Western States Center explains that White Nationalism seeks not
simply to marginalize, but to eliminate people of color from the U.S.

Definition of White Supremacy: White supremacy in the United States is a system of social control and disparities formed to exploit

indigenous populations, Blacks, poor whites, immigrants, and women’s sexual reproduction to maintain the political, cultural,
economic, and social domination of those identified as white.

Definition of White Nationalism: White nationalism seeks the complete removal of Jews and people of color from the United States

altogether. White nationalists seek to dismantle the current state and replace it with a white only ethno-state. In short, ethnic
cleansing.






From: Hollie Oakes-Miller

To: Chuck Bennett; Steve Powers; Virginia Stapleton; Trevor Phillips; Tom Andersen; Jackie Leung; Jose Gonzalez;
Chris Hoy; Vanessa Nordyke; Jim Lewis; citycouncil; CityRecorder

Subject: Public Comments for 01-11-21 City Council Meeting

Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 3:18:37 PM

Dear City Leaders,

With respect to agenda item 5.a., Motion from Mayor Bennett regarding Community
Inclusion, while we are glad that the Mayor is looking for expertise on actions the City should
take to promote diversity from the Human Rights Commission, it appears to us that this is
Mayor Bennett’s attempt to avoid outright denouncing white supremacy and declaring that
there is no place for hate in Salem. This comes after months of public outcry against the white
supremacist groups who continue to invade our town with the intent to harm and terrorize
community members and recently state legislators. It also comes after months of blatant police
repression of and violence against, BLM and anti-police brutality protestestors, while white
supremacist groups recieve nowhere near the same level of protest repression and retalitory
police violence. Enough is enough. The Council must denounce white supremacy and racism,
and we support the motion by Councilor Leung (agenda item 5.b.). We thank Councilor Leung
for her leadership and for continuing to stand against hate in our community!

With respect to agenda item 6.f., Sheltering in Cascades Gateway Park and Wallace Marine
Park, we continue to advocate that the city have enough available housing and shelter for all
the houseless community members living in the parks and other public spaces within the city
limits before ending the moratorium on public camping. It is clear from the Safe Park
Camping Unwind Plan that the city and its partners will not be able to meet this need before
the moratorium ends in June. Funding these needs should be a budgetary priority in the Budget
Committee’s 5-year forecast and proposed FY 2022 budget. The COVID pandemic is
continuing to add to the problem and the city needs to have the resources available to house
people safely and meet their basic needs.

We also are concerned about the Jan 9th anti-mask “protest” at Winco and Trader Joe’s in
South Salem (Ward 3). This video taken by the anti-maskers shows some of what TJ’s
workers had to endure for about four hours: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

_ItPZIL TpVM&feature=youtu.be. Trader Joe’s management called Salem Police Department
for assistance and SPD refused to respond. They stated that it was a compliance issue and
suggested that management just “let the anti-maskers shop.” It is unacceptable that these types
of “protests” are allowed within the city limits while we are still in a growing health crisis.
The city needs to find a way to protect workers and shoppers from harassment by people who
feel that they are entitled to put the public at risk.

Gary Miller & Hollie Oakes-Miller
Ward 5
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From: nadene@yatesquitar.com

To: Chuck Bennett; citycouncil
Subject: We need a stronger motion about white supremacy in Salem!
Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 1:11:22 PM

Dear Mayor Bennett and City Councilors,

| implore you to reconsider the language in the motion about diversity in our community. This
isn’t about supporting diversity. This is about calling out and condemning white supremacy in
our city.

Salem is developing not just a national, but an international, reputation as a city that tolerates
and even welcomes alt-right white supremacists and racists. Salem has been singled out for
coverage on NPR, in the New York Times, the Washington Post, Newsweek, CNN, ABC, NBC,
CBS and dozens of other news outlets. Is this how we want to be known?

Sandpoint and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, have been permanently scarred by becoming
strongholds for racists. They didn’t act, and now their tourism has suffered, their downtown
has suffered, their city budget has suffered, and their city has lost the richness and color of a
more diverse population. Two beautiful cities have been given over to the reputation the
Proud Boys and others have bestowed on them.

We need to call out white supremacy. It is here! It has terrorized our citizens, especially
citizens of color. We need to take a strong stand. This is not a time for weak, watered-down
language. Our new police chief has named “white supremacy” and called it out and
denounced it. Salem City mayor and councilors should do the same.

We need to state publicly that hate is not welcome in Salem, and that we will not tolerate
racist and white supremacist actions in our city. Please address the problem directly by calling

it what it is, and then together we can take action on the many things that people of color
have told us make them unsafe in our city.

Thank you,
Nadene LeCheminant
Salem
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From: Sharlee Blackwell

To: CityRecorder
Subject: Regarding motion on City Inclusion
Date: Monday, January 11, 2021 3:22:38 PM

The community demands a clear message from the city council condeming white
supremacists, white supremacy, and the treatment of our BIPOC neighbors. Over and over

we are so g violence against bipoc in our streets.

Thus does not need a committee. It needs action.
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