
Ruth Stellmacher 

From: 
Sent: 

Kathleen Dewoina < Dewoina@bhhsnwrep.com> 
Monday, August 24, 2020 3:40 PM 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

City Recorder 
Janet Spingath; Kurt Spingath 
Agenda Item 4.a. Aug 24 2020 
2493_001.pdf 

Please add the attached as testimony in support of Agenda Item 4.a. 

Thank you, 

Kathleen Dewoina 

Kathleen Dewoina, Broker, GRI, 
CRIS, ABR 
Berkshi re Hathaway 
HomeServices 
Real Estate Professionals 
1220 20th Street SE 
Salem, OR 97302 

Northwest Knowledge! 
What's Your Home Worth? 
Get three automated 
Estimates - Instantly. 
No cost, and no 
obligat ion. 

Office: 
Fax: 
Cell or Text: 
Email : 
Website: 

503-371-3013 X 1311 
503-364-14 53 
503-999-4535 
dewoina@aol.com 

www .dewoina.com 

Electronic communications such as email, text messages and sooal media, are neither secure nor confidential. While Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeService Real Estate Professionals has adopted policies and procedures to aid in avoiding fraud, even the best security 
protections can still be bypassed by unauthorized parties. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Real Estate Professionals will never send 
you any electronic communicat1onw1th instructions to transfer funds or to provide nonpublic personal information, such as credit card or 
debit numbers or bank account and/or routing numbers. 



Mayor Bennett 
Members of Council 

Re : Agenda Item 4.a. August 24, 2020 
City of Salem's FEMA Community Rating System 

Kudos and appreciation to Glen Davis and Public Works for their work to mitigate flood hazards, reduce 
Insurance premiums for Homeowners of at-risk properties, and further the Natural Resource goal, to 
conserve open space, protect natural, historic, cultural and scenic resources, and to protect life and 
property from natural disasters and hazards. 
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:,:::~Dewoina, Broker 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Real Estate Professionals 
1220 201h Street SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
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Ruth Stellmacher 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

dewoina@aol.com 
Monday, August 24, 2020 4:43 PM 
CityRecorder 
'Janet Spingath' 
Agenda Item 4.a. Aug 24 2020 
Spingath Testimony Item 4.a. Aug 24 2020.pdf 

Please add the attached testimony from Janet Spingath, 1460 Wallace Road NW in support of Agenda Item 4.a. Work to 

improve the City's FEMA Community Rating score is part of the work pursuant to the Natural Resource Goal; to conserve 
open space, protect natural, historic, cultural and scenic resources, and to protect life and property from natural 
disasters and h~zards. 

This testimony describes more specifically land the City is under contract to purchase that also serves this Natural 
Resource Goal. 

Thank you. 

KD 



dewoina@aol.com 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Janet Spingath <janbal1776@gmail.com> 
Monday, August 24, 2020 4:10 PM 
lrose@cityofsalem.net 
EM Easterly; Kathleen Dewoina 
Please add this testimony to agenda item 4A 8/24/20 

I believe my property which is pending sale to the City, supports Salem's goal of preserving natural areas. It is nearly 3 
acres of undeveloped, native poplar, green ash and camas bottom lands. A spring-fed pond bisects it, creating a natural 
sanctuary. It abuts similar properties (also pending acquisition by the City)on two sides and a slough adjacent to Wallace 
Marine Park on a third side. The area preserves increasingly rare open space in a part of west Salem that has seen rapid 
commercial development in the last three decades. 
Public funds, in the form of an OWEB small grant, have already been spent to improve this area for wildlife. Arborists 
improved the over-story for raptors and County youth volunteers removed invasive plants. Through the Polk County Soil 
Conservation district, studies for the small grant reported up to 150 species of birds could use these acres as habitat. 
Deer and coyotes traverse trails through the property. River otters rear young in the banks of the pond and an ancient 
Garry oak, estimated at about 300 years old, stands near the pond. Dozens of locally sourced Douglas-fir seedlings were 
donated through the Society of American Foresters to restore woods that were lost when the City drainage pipes were 
installed along the eastern boundary. North Salem High School environmental students have used this area for learning 
ecological sampling techniques. 
The site has historical as well as natural values. State archeologists have noted that indigenous people would have seen 
stands like this and used the ca mas-filled bottom lands for digging roots. They would have taken them to the adjacent 
river bench for in-ground roasting. On one of the adjacent properties, at the far end of the slough, there is a bridge that 
was created from stones that were pulled from the burned wreckage of the original state capital building. A literal walk 
over history can be taken on a path leading across my property and over the bridge. 
The standing timber on the property provides essential barrier space for slowing the velocity of periodic, dangerous, 
racing floodwaters along the Willamette River. For an everyday value however, the property provides a peaceful, 
beautiful respite from the rush of city activity all around. From the Salem bridges, the sound of "city surf' whispers in 
the background while king fishers and song birds fill the little glade with natural music. In April the pond reflects the 
spring sky and the forest understory turns sapphire with western camas blooms. 
I believe the City would do well to preserve this gem hidden near its heart as a legacy for generations to come. 
Janet Spingath 
1460 Wallace Rd NW 

Sent from my iPhone 
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