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Amy Johnson

From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of danporth@hotmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 4:00 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Contact City Council
Attachments: Jackie Winters - Wikipedia.pdf

Your 
Name 

Dan Porth 

Your 
Email 

danporth@hotmail.com 

Your 
Phone 

5035855939 

Street  1365 Moonbeam Ct. NW 

City  Salem 

State  OR 

Zip  97304 

Message 

Regarding the possible renaming of Center Street ‐ I would like to propose that consideration be given to a 
local person of color. Specifically I would like to nominate Jackie Winters (Jackie Winters Way) as the person 
who should be given this honor. She should need no introduction to be recognized, but just in case see the 
attached file. 

 
This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 6/30/2020. 
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Amy Johnson

From: Hazel Patton <ptn1363@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 05, 2020 12:48 PM
To: Chuck Bennett; citycouncil
Subject: Martin Luther King naming

Dear Mayor and City Councilors, 
 
I have heard there is a movement to rename Center Street after Dr Martin Luther  King.  I would like to offer an 
alternative thought.  While Center Street is a main street that takes one either to downtown and West or East towards 
the State Hospital and shopping opportunities. It really is just a functioning not very attractive street. It does not seem to 
reflect Dr Kings legacy or message. 
 
I would like to suggest that a more appropriate naming opportunity would be one of our City parks.  These are places 
where people gather and celebrate. These are places where children of all colors can enjoy each others company.  While 
some of our parks are names after places, others after people, it seems there is no precedent in how or why they are 
named, where as for example our schools are named after former Governors.  Maybe the newly acquired park off of D 
street near the Dome Building would be a good one to name after Dr King?  It would be such an appropriate way to 
honor him as well as the black Lives Matter movement. 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Hazel Patton 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
 



1

Amy Johnson

From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of joypo.ore@pdxconnect.com
Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2020 3:20 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Contact City Council
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your 
Name 

Joyce 

Your 
Email 

joypo.ore@pdxconnect.com 

City  Salem 

State  OR 

Zip  97305 

Message 
At this time of heated political unrest, demonstrations, protests and violence, I DO NOT think it is the right 
time to change the name of Center St. to MLK or change any other street names. Thank you. 

 
This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 7/8/2020. 
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Amy Johnson

From: Kris Phillips <kriskrazy1@msn.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 27, 2020 10:41 AM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Center Street Name change

Categories: Follow-up

Hello City of Salem Council,  
     I watched the meeting on Monday and was surprised to hear the consideration for 
the name change of Center street.   I am not against it, but this really should be 
something the community supports and is truly behind.  It should not be just one 
person coming up with an idea and running with it.    
     As a long time resident of the city, I would support a name change.  I just don't 
support the idea that it should be named Martin Luther King JR street.   How original is 
that?  Not at all.  Every city has a street named after him.  Don't you think it is time to 
recognize some of America's other great black Americans that took a stand?  There are 
so many to choose from, people that faced the darkness this country went through 
and came out on the other side as a positive and influential figure.   
     I would like for the Council to seriously consider naming the street after Maya 
Angelou.  This woman faced far more discrimination than Martin Luther King Jr ever 
did.  She turned her history into something positive for our Nation.  If you are unaware 
of who she is or what she has done, then you will really enjoy looking her up.   
     I have one more name for you to consider.  York.   He was the first black man to 
reach the Pacific Ocean with Lewis and Clark and later became a free man.   Now, that 
is some great Oregon history and someone worth naming a street after.  
     Center Street is such a vital vein in our city.  Please take care when renaming it.   
 
 
Kris Phillips-Fletcher 
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Amy Johnson

From: Laura Adams <ladams562@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 30, 2020 2:25 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: MLK Ave

Time to catch up to the rest of the country! I emphatically support the renaming of a street downtown, like Center 
Street, MLK Ave.  
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Amy Johnson

From: Linda Miller <bruceandlindamiller@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 24, 2020 8:48 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Renaming Center Street/ Center Street Bridge

Categories: Follow-up

Since the city council is considering renaming Center St to MKL St why not rename the Center Street Bridge for the first 
female Black Engineer at Nasa Mary W Jackson! 
 
I was touched as I read the book Hidden Figures and watched the movie how these women worked to overcome racism 
at NASA and the agency that preceded NASA.  These women were brilliant and fought to overcome segregation and 
sexism!  What a wonderful example for the young women of our area!  I could see a plaque in Riverfront Park and 
Wallace Marine explaining the name for the bridge!  Obviously the name Martin Luther King needs no explanation! 
 
We are a caucasian family, but engineers have a special place in my heart!  My youngest daughter was one of 3 female 
mechanical engineers in her class at the University of Portland  and is an engineer with one of the big 3 automakers and 
our son who also graduated from University of Portland is a nuclear engineer! 
 
Linda Miller 
Ward 7 
4520 Matthews Loop S 
    97302 
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Amy Johnson

From: Paul Crosby <phcrosby@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2020 1:51 AM
To: citycouncil
Cc: abclmc@comcast.net
Subject: Proposal to re-name Center Street...........................

Honorable Council Members, 
 
I would like to register my strongest opposition to any proposed name change of Center Street to Martin Luther King 
Street. 
 
I would like to instead suggest some other way to express our highest and most reverent regard to Dr. King, such as a 
statue in his image in a prominent and attractive place on city property, such as the Riverfront Park, or possibly on or 
near the state Capitol Mall. 
 
I would further like to suggest that as the capital city of Oregon, and as a nation as a whole, that we cannot possibly 
erase the smudge of slavery from our past. It is an important part of our history which must not be forgotten. 
 
We must find some way to preserve reminders of slavery for ourselves and for our own future generations, in a proper 
way of saying, “Never again!” 
 
Consider how the German people have preserved some of the Nazi concentration camps as a reminder of the atrocities 
that were committed there against the Jewish people in World War Two.  
 
The German people hold them up for all to see, in the full light of day, even for visitors to see, and as a reminder to their 
present and future generations of that part of their own national history. 
 
They have chosen this as part of their own way of saying, “Never again!” 
 
I would like to suggest this as a stance that we, as a city and a nation, should take in regard to our own unforgettable 
history of slavery in the United States of America. 
 
Statues of Confederate army generals should be preserved and handled in a proper and reverent way, and kept in a 
manner similar in spirit to what the German people have done relative to their unforgettable history of Nazi war crimes.
 
We need to find our own way of saying, properly, as the Germans do, “Never again!” 
 
Thank you. 
 
Paul H. Crosby 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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