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citycouncil 
Regarding Today's City council agenda items Sa - Se 

To the Salem City Council and the Mayor, 

I strongly support the implementation of agenda items Sa-Se on the agenda for tonight's council meeting. 'Based on a 
wealth of research, we know that BIPOC community members have been disproportionately impacted and victimized by 
our criminal justice system, of which the police are the front door into the system. Our budget for police and law 
enforcement is grossly out of proportion to investment in things like housing, education, recreation, employment 
readiness, rehabilitation services, etc. We must not continue to perpetuate a system that traps people in poverty using 
the "felon" label for so many who have been convicted of non-violent crimes, such as drug crimes. Once that label has 
been applied legally, it is then used to legally discriminate against poor people for the rest of their lives, creating a 
second class citizenship for so many, and disproportionately so for BIPOC co'mmunity members. It will take more than 
police reform for meaningful change to occur and the items on the agenda are part of moving forward. Let's be better 
than we have been for so long. 

-Nick Stroud 
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