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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 11:55 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Pedestrian path through Pioneer Cemetary

 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Allison Boomer <allison.r.boomer@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 11:49 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke 
Subject: Pedestrian path through Pioneer Cemetary 
  
Dear Councilor Nordyke:  
 
We are writing to express our support for creating a pedestrian path through Pioneer Cemetery, connecting Rural and 
Hoyt Streets.  We are avid walkers who live in South Central Salem.  Presently, we must walk along Commercial Street to 
travel between the Fairmount and Candalaria neighborhoods.  Commercial Street has heavy traffic, resulting in 
significant noise, pollution, and risk of injury from cars and bikes traveling along Commercial Street. Developing a 
pedestrian path through Pioneer Cemetery would allow walkers and joggers to avoid travel along Commercial Street, 
creating healthier and safer conditions for pedestrians.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Allison Boomer and Marshall Dunst 
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Ruth Stellmacher

From: Annie Francoise <mccuen7691@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, March 14, 2020 5:01 PM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Passage above the Pioneer Cemetery

Categories: Council Dox

    Hello, everyone, thank you for your interest in this matter.  
 
    We live on Fairmount Hill near the Park. We intended to attend the meeting on Monday 
evening. Unfortunately, i am 76 and Gary 84 and we were advised to stay home, to be on the 
safer side, not to contaminate or be contaminated.  
 
    I am one of the volunteers who attended the Cert Training with Roger a few years back.  At 
the time, Roger was quite insistant regarding having open passage between our neighborhood 
and Candalaria in the event of a major earthquake. We were all in agreement.  Roger was 
recommending having a container in Fairmount Park, stocked with emergency food and 
supplies which could be shared by both neighborhoods as well as an opening which would 
allow emergency vehicles and first responders to go back and forth.  We are still all waiting for 
such an opportunity!  
Also, Fairmount Park is THE park for both neighborhoods and Candalaria was cut off when 
gates were set up as an overreaction to a one time episode of vandalism. Just not fair.  
 
    Both sides of the cemetery would still be protected if the fenced passageway would be open 
at each end. 
 
    Please, pretty please, make this happen this time. Safety and good fellowship could serve us 
all.  
 
     We are so grateful for your efforts to represent us all.  
 
     Annie‐Françoise McCuen 
     1825 Fairmount ave s 
     Salem 97302 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:48 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: Pioneer Cemetery connector

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 6:44 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Pioneer Cemetery connector 
 
 

Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "bethdayton@comcast.net" <bethdayton@comcast.net> 
Date: March 15, 2020 at 5:24:14 PM PDT 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Pioneer Cemetery connector 

  
TO: Salem City Council 
FROM:  Beth Dayton, President Salem Area Trail Alliance 
RE:  Pioneer Cemetery Connector 
  
I am the president of a large local non‐profit that works to help get more people on more trails in the 
greater Salem Area.    Part of SATA’s mission is to improve urban connectivity for human powered 
transportation and recreation, in other words, walking, running and biking.  Urban trails and safe places 
for unstructured healthy outdoor activity are one of the most sought‐after amenities in a community, 
but Salem has lagged behind in creating this type of  infrastructure .  Little details like opening up the 
connector across Pioneer Cemetery in south Salem can make a significant difference in the way our 
residents travel on foot or bike.  SATA strongly supports this connection. 
  
Personally, I have commuted by bicycle from south Salem to Salem Hospital for nearly 20 years.  There is 
an excellent quiet, safe route on neighborhood streets parallel to and west of Liberty Street, but 
this  comes to an end at the Pioneer Cemetery, where the only option is to veer down to Commercial 
Street which is very busy and frankly not safe for cycling.  By opening up a route across Pioneer 
Cemetery human powered traffic can continue on to the edge of downtown on very safe streets such as 
Saginaw. 
  
Back in 2006 when the City was debating designation of the Croisan Trail as a recreational trail there was 
concern from neighbors that this could bring in crime, litter and other unwanted use.  This in fact has 
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not happened and today the trail sees extensive use from walkers, joggers, bird watchers, etc.  I predict 
that allowing public access through the cemetery during daylight hours will likewise create a steady 
presence of legitimate and caring citizens who will vastly outnumber those who might abuse this 
privilege.  Public access trails and walking routes through historic cemeteries is actually quite common in 
cities and towns across the country, and can be an excellent use of a public resource, as well as raising 
awareness of the historical significance of the area.  In my home town of Bozeman, Montana, trails 
through a large cemetery are an integral part of a fantastic public trail system that encourages walking, 
running, cycling and cross country skiing and adds greatly to the livability of the town.   
  
Please do not let the voices of a few fearful residents drown out those of a community that seeks 
appropriate and healthful use of public space.   The logistical challenges of making this connection are all 
very solvable and this project should proceed with full support of the City Council. 
  
Beth Dayton MD 
1362 Kashmir Drive South, Salem, OR 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:48 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: Proposed Pioneer Cemetery Connector

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:37 AM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Proposed Pioneer Cemetery Connector 
 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Bryan Schaap <bryan@alcsoftware.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:36:18 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Proposed Pioneer Cemetery Connector  
  
Hello, 
  
I support the proposed Pioneer Cemetery trail connector. I encourage city leadership to approve the proposal, as it fits 
with a vision of increased human powered transportation, use of resources, and outdoor recreation. 
  
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
Sincerely, 
Bryan Schaap  
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Ruth Stellmacher

From: Brian Goforth <mr.g-force@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2020 5:01 PM
To: citycouncil; salemrecorder@cityofsalem.net
Subject: Proposed pathway through the Pioneer Cemetery

To whom it may concern:  
 
My name is Brian Goforth and I live in Vancouver, Washington.  My connection to the Pioneer 
Cemetery is a very dear one.  My great-grandparents, Thomas Marshall Eckhart and Rose Mary 
Eckhart, are buried there.  Thomas Eckhart is a name etched in Salem history, as he was an officer 
with the Salem Police department in the early 1900's.  On October 1, 1909, he was shot in the line of 
duty and subsequently died the next day from the wounds he sustained from the shooter.  He left 
behind his wife Rose, who I just mentioned, plus 5 children, including my grandmother Opal Eckhart 
Goforth, who was only age 5 when her father was killed.  To my present knowledge, he is the only 
Salem Police Officer who has ever died in the line of duty.  While my grandmother barely knew him, 
and my father, his grandson, never had the chance to know him, his grave represents the life he lived 
and gives our family tangible proof of his existence.  
 
While the graves of my great-grandparents are not near the proposed pathway, I have great concerns 
about creating a passage through the old cemetery.  I have visited the cemetery on a number of 
occasions and I have noticed that there are many large stones in varying stages of wear and some 
that lean precariously.  I worry about their stability.  Among the reasons supporting the creation of the 
pathway is that it will allow children from the neighborhoods on either side of the cemetery to have a 
better connection for visiting.  I think encouraging children to pass through the cemetery is a 
dangerous suggestion.  Children may decide to play among the tombstones, games such as "hide 
and seek," "cops and robbers," or ride their bicycles among the markers, and, being children, could 
be careless and unaware of the dangers the heavy stones could present.  Older children and youth 
may see the stones as a great place to place graffiti or otherwise deface the stones.  In my opinion, 
the cemeteries are not that large and it is not a very great inconvenience nor does it take that much 
time to go around them.  
 
Another supporting reason for the pathway is that it would provide an opportunity for families to walk 
through the graveyard and teach the children about people who lived in Salem in its early years.  I 
maintain that such an opportunity already exists and I would wonder how many families are doing 
such a thing now.  There is an easily accessible entrance to the cemetery, even if it means walking or 
driving a few extra blocks to reach it.  
 
I have always been impressed by how the cemetery is a open, quiet space in the middle of a busy 
city, even with Commercial Street bordering it!  I believe it should be preserved as such.  I believe 
that making a pathway through it will compromise its reverence and serenity.  While I appreciate the 
sentiments and intent of the proponents of the pathway, I believe the harm and potential harm a 
pathway will create far outweighs the proposed benefits.   
 
Please reject this proposal.  I am sure there are many other ways the City of Salem can spend money 
to improve connection and livability of these neighborhoods.  
 
Thank you for allowing me to present my opinion,  
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Brian Goforth  
7110 Louisiana Drive  
Vancouver, WA 98664  
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 1:23 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Pioneer Cemetery Pate

 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 1:23:04 PM 
To: Christine Chute <cachute@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Pioneer Cemetery Pate  
  
Amen! Thank you for sharing! 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Christine Chute <cachute@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 12:57:18 PM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Pioneer Cemetery Pate  
  
Councilor Nordyke,  
 
We support the creation of a path for pedestrians through the Pioneer Cemetery.  The path would really encourage foot 
traffic to the retail areas south of the cemetery because walkers and bikers could avoid Commercial Street (which is 
noisy and unpleasant).  Encouraging people to walk in the cemetery might also decrease opportunities for mischief in 
the cemetery due to  an increase in eyes on the place. 
 
Thanks for considering this request, 
 
Christine 
 
 
‐‐  
Christine Chute 
1415 Saginaw Street S. 
Salem 
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 9:44 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Pedestrian Path through Pioneer Cemetery 

 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 

From: Comcast <dawngienger@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 9:35 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke 
Subject: Pedestrian Path through Pioneer Cemetery  
  
Dear Councilor Nordyke, 
 
I am very much in favor of a pedestrian path through Pioneer cemetery connecting my neighborhood south of the 
cemetery with the Fairmont neighborhood.  
 
My house sits On the corner of Sunrise and Lorida, directly across from the park in Fairmont—an easy walk if there was 
access. Yet, when my two sons were small I had to push them in a double stroller down to Commercial over to Rural and 
up the hill if I didn’t want to drive to the park.  And when they were in elementary school I never felt comfortable 
allowing them to walk down to that major road without me to access the park or neighborhood. So unfortunate.  
 
Thank you for giving this issue a voice.  
 
Best, 
Dawn Douglas‐Gienger  
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Amy Johnson

From: Diane Nosbisch <scooby.nat15.dn@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 20, 2020 2:55 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: John/ Hoyt trail

I am still totaly apposed  to  this gate conection! It is to dangerous  and will imposes  the crimial element  onto my 
street! It is not visable from Rural St.  And is to high in risk for potential  pedestrian  to get injured!! I already see 
people  looking to tocut thru from John st to the cemetery.  So someone  is telling people  it already exists!! Really 
disappointed in the city council  and neighborhood association  for not coming and talking with home owner prior  to 
proposal! 
My daughter home is  2025 John st. 
None of the renter  or home owner on this street or private drive to the proposed  gate trail wants this. Teally unfair for 
ither whom don't  live there towant something  thats never going to effect thier livelihood! How about We come walk in 
thier provate court yards!! 
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Amy Johnson

From: Kathleen Dewoina <Dewoina@bhhsnwrep.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 5:00 PM
To: citycouncil
Cc: CityRecorder
Subject: Rural Hoyt Trail Connection 
Attachments: Rural Hoyt Trail Connection April 22 2020.pdf; Exhibit A Cemetery History.pdf; Exhibit B WVMLS 

Monthly Statistical Report.pdf

Please add attached to public testimony for Rural Hoyt Trail Connection 
Virtual meeting scheduled April 27th, 2020. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Kathleen Dewoina 
 
 

 

 
Kathleen Dewoina, Broker, GRI, 
CRIS, ABR 
Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices 
Real Estate Professionals 
1220 20th Street SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
Northwest Knowledge! 
What's Your Home Worth? 
Get three automated 
Estimates - Instantly. 
No cost, and no 
obligation.  
 

 
Office:           503-371-3013 x 1311 
Fax:              503-364-1453 
Cell or Text:  503-999-4535 
Email:            dewoina@aol.com 
Website:            www.dewoina.com 
 
 

The Power of Agency:  Oregon Real Estate Agency Initial Disclosure Pamphlet 
 
Electronic communications such as email, text messages and social media, are neither secure nor confidential. While Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeService Real Estate Professionals has adopted policies and procedures to aid in avoiding fraud, even the best security 
protections can still be bypassed by unauthorized parties. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Real Estate Professionals will never send 
you any electronic communicationwith instructions to transfer funds or to provide nonpublic personal information, such as credit card or 
debit numbers or bank account and/or routing numbers.   
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1991 to 2020  Average Sales Prices (all types, all areas)
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Active 
Offices

Combined 
Sales Force

Total Listing 
Issued

Total Annual 
Sales

Total Annual 
Dollar Volume

2010 484 1,607 14,870 5,772 1,149,297,552

2011 456 1,433 11,783 5,788 1,127,525,552

2012 461 1,417 11,654 6,541 1,266,808,552

2013 463 1,471 12,465 7,590 1,555,464,240

2014 457 1,597 12,867 7,908 1,751,100,072

2015 474 1,803 13,914 10,071 2,409,748,596

2016 502 2,063 14,486 10,991 2,766,313,799

2017 517 2,347 14,392 11,266 3,137,344,414

2018 560 2,589 15,154 11,231 3,449,545,495

2019 561 2,701 15,543 11,195 3,695,435,915

2020 year to date 568 2,732 3,404 2,315 798,112,455

Valley Real Estate Review  
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Number of Sales Year to Date

Number 
of
Sales
Year to 
Date

Percent 
Increase/
Decrease
From 
Previous 
Year

2010 28.78%

2011 4.53%
2012 7.44%
2013 8.44%
2014 -8.91%
2015 26.50%
2016 22.62%
2017 10.07%
2018 -1.03%
2019 -11.40%
2020 12.87%

March 2020
2019 2020 % of 

Change
Active
Listings

2,699 2,453 -9.11%

Months of 
Inventory

3.44 2.57 -25.29%



AREA 2016 %
Chg
15/

2016

2017 %
Chg
16/

2017

2018 %
Chg
17/

2018

2019
Year to 

Date

%
Chg
18/

2019

2020
Year to

Date

Keizer      
10

$256,083 12.20% $276,990 8.16% $300,836 8.61% $326,521 8.54% $352,870

Central    
20

168,057 15.25% 197,523 17.53% 226,553 14.70% 243,738 7.58% 246,416

SubEast 
30

209,396 11.86% 237,487 13.42% 271,126 14.16% 306,112 12.90% 313,896

SubEast 
35

229,343 13.59% 255,348 11.34% 285,643 11.86% 307,356 7.60% 346,617

Southeast 
40

284,586 10.90% 309,156 8.63% 347,463 12.39% 353,171 1.64% 367,768

South       
50

322,094 6.76% 355,927 10.50% 388,438 9.13% 392,446 1.03% 451,237

West        
60

277,550 10.07% 317,059 14.23% 342,803 8.12% 366,047 6.78% 382,083

Benton     
70

335,478 7.11% 358,992 7.01% 390,805 8.86% 408,145 4.44% 408,160

Linn          
80

211,254 4.33% 242,798 14.93% 273,652 12.71% 293,837 7.37% 295,270

Marion      
90

271,827 9.07% 293,538 7.99% 333,395 13.58% 354,161 6.23% 370,739

Polk        
95

250,752 6.47% 272,446 8.65% 302,417 11.00% 321,707 6.38% 329,395

Total 
Average

$263,415 7.47% $291,018 10.48% $316,626 8.80% 335,110 5.84% 347,563

Residential Average Sales Prices by Area
% Chg = Percent of 
change from previous 
year
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 New Construction Statistics

Many factors contribute to fluctuations in data.

Users should analyze over an extended period to 
ascertain market trends.

Copyright 2019 WVMLS All rights reserved.

New 
Construction

     
Residential

Sales
2016

Sales
2017

Sales
2018

Sales
2019

Sales
2020

Year to 
Date

Currently
Active

Currently
Pending

Units 586 651 788 1,092 250 283 159

Average  Price $305,337 $339,993 $367,985 $379,063 $374,344 $426,798 $377,292

Average Square 
Footage

1,990 2,013 2,037 1,978 1,943 2,018 1,980

Average Cost per 
Square Foot

$153.00 $171.00 $182.00 $194.00 $196.00 $213.00 $194.00

Average Days on 
the Market

164 163 166 153 153 104 94

New 
Construction

Residential

Area 10
Keizer

Area 20 
Central
Salem

Area 30
Suburban

NE

Area 35
Suburban 

SE

Area 40
SE

Salem

Area 50
South
Salem

Area 60
West
Salem

Area 70
Benton
County

Area 80
Linn

County

Area 90
Marion
County

Area 95
Polk 

County

Units Sold 
12 Mos to date

24 3 163 8 74 45 87 105 211 223 158

Average
 Sales Price

$409,434 $306,000 $334,184 $304,612 $420,114 $429,992 $393,906 $402,485 $349,665 $404,774 $339,581

Average Square 
Footage

2,352 1,493 1,902 1,454 2,028 2,107 2,189 1,997 1,961 2,025 1,724

Average Cost 
per Square Foot

$176.00 $206.00 $179.00 $213.00 $210.00 $205.00 $183.00 $204.00 $182.00 $202.00 $200.00

Average Day
 on the Market

219 84 86 118 172 139 151 166 144 173 175

Currently
Active Listings
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10 506 $152223108 515 $168158535 103 60 $36,345,670 $361,645 $352,870 97.6 109 1,820 $199.00

20 403 91300986 422 102857672 82 35 20,206,142 252,912 246,416 97.3 81 1,504 178.00
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40 774 268936957 784 276886729 157 122 57,739,644 374,695 367,768 98.2 85 2,021 192.00

50 440 170912745 415 162865420 81 67 36,550,233 475,513 451,237 94.9 118 2,342 196.00

60 625 214252350 615 225119452 136 68 51,963,365 391,012 382,083 97.7 97 2,260 176.00

70 971 379472160 936 382024266 182 161 74,285,121 417,068 408,160 97.9 93 2,029 213.00

80 1897 519118753 1678 493059745 371 220 109,545,189 300,973 295,270 98.1 88 1,629 188.00

90 1134 378070158 1114 394536089 217 158 80,450,550 380,859 370,734 97.5 110 1,826 210.00

95 731 221067283 740 238063707 137 88 45,127,191 338,605 329,395 97.3 110 1,664 203.00

OS 877 345388092 923 $370146801 200 192 87,094,953 456,134 435,474 95.5 105 2,032 223.00



(All types, 
all areas)
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Sales Price

% List Price 
to Sales Price
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2020

880 1,276 889 $361,458 97.36%

Full Year 
2019

11,195 15,543 4,540 $330,087 98.62%

March
2019

764 1,349 1,474 $308,369 98.09%

Full Year 
2018

11,231 15,154 4,225 $307,145 98.85%

         AREAS:        #
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Benton County 70
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All statistical reports 
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WVMLS.COM

Factoid: The average newly constructed home sold in the 
Willamette Valley is a 3 bedroom, 2 bath with 1,943 square feet 
and a 2 car garage. The average cost per square foot for a new 
home is $196.00  including a 7,178 square foot lot.
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Amy Johnson

From: Elisabeth Potter <ewpwords@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 1:06 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Council Mtg. 4-27-20 - Rural-Hoyt Trail Connection, Pioneer Cemetery
Attachments: FOPC EWP Remarks for City Council, 4-27-2020.docx

To the office of the City of Salem Recorder: 
 
Please find attached the statement I wish to offer under the agenda item pertaining to Public Comments during the 
forthcoming virtual City Council Meeting scheduled for April 27, 2020. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Elisabeth Walton Potter 



SALEM CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 27, 2020 
Agenda Item No. 2 - Public Comments on Proposed Connector Path through Pioneer Cemetery   
Elisabeth Walton Potter 
2655 Skopil Ave S 
Salem OR 97302 
 
 
Mr. Mayor and Ladies and Gentlemen of the Council: 
 
I am Elisabeth Potter, resident of South Salem Ward No. 7 and a founder-member of the citizen 
support group - Friends of Pioneer Cemetery. 
 
My statement highlights below what our volunteers and supporters do to help the City raise its 
level of care for the historic cemetery, but mostly I want to make a point here that is often 
overlooked in conversations about a hypothetical Rural Avenue-Hoyt Street connector that could 
affect a City landmark having Goal 5 status under statewide land use planning rules.    
 
Anyone taking stock of the cemetery landscape from a simple visual perspective might easily  
assume there are tolerances for inserting one thing or another into a tightly-bounded gridiron plat 
with a few lanes, a scattered tree canopy, and more than eight thousand graves, marked and 
unmarked.  What the casual observer probably will not know is that, notwithstanding a number 
of exceptions for City and County-owned graves for institutional burials, the grave lots are not 
publicly owned.  The vast majority of grave lots passed to descendants of original plot owners 
from the 1850s onward, and, with few exceptions, the exclusive descendant’s right-to-inter has 
not been extinguished.  Although more qualified terminology is applied by the Oregon Mortuary 
and Cemetery Board today, the continuing status of the grave lots as essentially private property 
is one important reason why space for widening or fencing existing lanes is restricted.  Also to be 
remembered is that any development undertaken along the cemetery’s boundaries risks 
encroaching on irregular, early, unmarked burials on the outer margins of the plat.     
 
We are your citizen advisors in the special effort of caring for Pioneer Cemetery, and we have 
been pleased to serve in that role since shortly before the City took title to the property from the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows thirty-four years ago.  We are confident that City staff will, if 
called upon, provide the kind of rigorous professional analysis that will help all of us resolve the 
dilemma of conflicting land-uses that is once again under discussion. 
 

Primary Purposes of the Friends of Pioneer Cemetery organized in 1985 
 Support City Parks Operations in the effort to maintain, protect, and improve the historic cemetery 

landscape and its monuments; direct the efforts of community volunteers in grounds-betterment.  
 Promote contributions to the Salem Foundation Charitable Trust Pioneer Cemetery Fund; maintain 

public and donor relations through an annual report-newsletter.  
 Manage the Pioneer Cemetery Website and database (www.salempioneercemetery.org); respond 

to ongoing requests for information on burials, genealogy, and headstone care. 
 Assist City Parks Operations to define scope of work when contracting for professional repairs; 

help write grant proposals for the City’s special preservation projects endorsed by the Salem 
Historic Landmarks Commission.    

 Promote public education through occasional tours, programs, and periodic off-site presentations. 
Maintain FOPC administrative records that include reports on completed projects. 
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Amy Johnson

From: EVAN WHITE <epwhitehouse@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 1:04 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Rural-Hoyt Trail Connection, Council Meeting on April 27
Attachments: Path through Pioneer Cemetery.docx

Attached please find my testimony for the April 27, 2020 Council meeting. Please acknowledge that 
you are able to open the attachment.  Thank you, Evan White  



Rural-Hoyt Trail Connection, Linking Neighborhoods 
Salem City Council Meeting, April 27, 2020, Agenda Item____ 

 
Thank you, Councilors, for your service. I am Evan White, Land Use Chair of the 
Sunnyslope Neighborhood Association, and I testified on this issue seven years ago. Who 
knew that people like to walk?  Not having a street or path that connects Hoyt and Rural 
is a mistake that likely predates anyone now working for the City. There is an easy way 
to address this issue while showing respect for both the living and the dead. It is time to 
fix the mistake. 
 

The Dead 
 

My great grandmother came to Salem via the Oregon Trail in 1847, with her parents, 
brother and sister.  She was only nine years old and she lived to be nearly 102 years of 
age. Her ashes are interred at the Mausoleum at Mt Crest, adjacent to Pioneer Cemetery.  
So, I believe that it is very important to honor our ancestors and respect our pioneer 
heritage.  Today almost all adults and many children have cell phones and are able to 
instantly summon help if there is an emergency or see something amiss. Having people 
able to walk through Pioneer Cemetery during daylight hours will improve security and 
enrich public appreciation for our pioneer heritage.  
 

The Living 
 

I've lived in Salem for almost fifty years and the first house that I owned was on 
Fairmount Hill.1  When we moved there, my two sons met Tad, the boy living next door, 
and found a ready playmate.  All three boys soon became inseparable -- like the three 
musketeers.  They were either over at our house or at Tad's house.  This continued for 
years, until Tad's mom sold her house and moved to Candalaria.  At that point it became 
very difficult for the boys to continue their friendship because they were now separated 
by Pioneer Cemetery -- with no easy or safe way to walk or bike from one house to the 
other. 
 
When my older son moved to McKinley School, many of his classmates lived on the 
other side of the cemetery, so he had no way to continue his school friendships.  Children 
who live south of the cemetery cannot easily access the playground at Fairmount Park. 
 

                                                            
1 When I lived there, I frequently walked to work and took the bus home. I now live near Belcrest 
Cemetery, which encourages pedestrian use of the cemetery. 



Salem is expected to grow by 60,000 people over the next sixteen years. "Our Salem 
Report Card" says that we are falling behind from some of the goals that we have set for 
ourselves, such as walk and transit friendliness, bicycle and pedestrian use, greenhouse 
gas emissions, and air pollution from travel.  Residents are becoming less optimistic 
about the direction of our City. While the staff report on this issue is not yet available, my 
hope is that it will present a constructive way to link the two neighborhoods.  Thank you. 
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Ruth Stellmacher

From: Evan West <evanwest714@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 11, 2020 1:40 PM
To: citycouncil
Cc: salemrecorder@cityofsalem.net
Subject: Comment on Pioneer Cemetery Gateway Proposal
Attachments: Comment on Pioneer Cemetery Gateway.pdf

Categories: Council Dox

Hello, 
 
Please see the attached letter with comment regarding the recent proposal for the creation of a new gateway to Pioneer 
Cemetery. Thank you very much for your time and consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Evan West 
‐‐  
970‐980‐1445 
evanwest714@gmail.com  



March 11, 2019 

 

To Mayor Chuck Bennett and Members of the Salem City Council: 

 

Thank you for taking your time to consider the comments of those interested and impacted by the 

proposal for the creation of a new point of access to the Pioneer Cemetery. As a homeowner at 

466 Rural Avenue South (essentially the intersection of Rural Avenue and John Street,) my 

property is immediately adjacent to both the cemetery and the location of the proposed gateway.  

I am interested in this project not only as an impacted homeowner, but also as a professional 

public historian. I hold a master's degree in public history from the University of Colorado, as 

well as a certificate in historic preservation. I earned a bachelor's degree in history, and I have 

worked full time as a public history consultant for four years.  

 

I'm writing to you today because I firmly believe that the City Council has a unique opportunity 

to affirm the purpose of preserving and maintaining cemeteries in the twenty-first century. In my 

professional opinion, I believe that it is important for society to choose to protect and preserve 

cemeteries for three distinct reasons. These reasons and the ways in which they impact a gate 

decision are summarized in three paragraphs below. 

 

We carry the burden of honoring, mourning, and otherwise commemorating the lives of those 

who came before us. Each marker and indeed each unmarked plot in a cemetery is the final 

embodiment of someone's life. A shared aspect of our humanity is the collective promise to 

never forget the contributions of our predecessors.  

 

Currently, access to Pioneer Cemetery is relatively limited. A desire to exclude any potential 

danger has led to a wide misunderstanding among the community of its purpose and nature. 

However, those who have visited have often found that cemeteries impart lessons of history. 

They provide a tangible link to, and record of, our historic past. The Cemetery has acknowledged 

this with the installation of interpretive signage, but they have not encouraged access or 

visitation by the public. In this way the Cemetery has come dramatically close to but fallen short 

of fulfilling the ultimate goal of historic interpretation. That goal is the provocation of interest, 



and the desire of the public to learn more and become further involved.  

 

Cemeteries are not just places of burial and reflection on the dead. They are also places where 

meditation, casual encounters among friends and neighbors, and indeed even “recreation,” can 

occur. We don’t want them to replace parks, but they have no sanctity at all if they are locked 

away from the public. Cemeteries can be havens for bird watchers, a silent pass through for 

cyclists, and places of inspiration for artists. They are maintained in part by the public, they 

should be for the public. 

 

What binds all of these categories together, is the critically important element of public access. If 

we choose not to foster these aspects of cemeteries that our important to our community, then 

cemeteries become only toxic fields of stone. Literally dead and dying in every way. For the 

health and wellbeing of a connected and informed community, I join my neighbors in asking the 

City Council to take whatever steps are necessary to allow for increased community access to the 

Pioneer Cemetery. With coordination, patience, and some compromise, I have great confidence 

that it can be achieved. Thank you very much for all of your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Evan West  
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Amy Johnson

From: Evan West <evanwest714@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 7:44 PM
Subject: Fwd: Comment on Pioneer Cemetery Pathway Proposal
Attachments: Evan West Pioneer Cemetery Pathway Comment.pdf

 
Hello, 
 
I apologize if you are receiving, or end up receiving my comments twice. I am simply hoping to ensure that they will 
cross your desk before the next meeting when this proposal will be discussed. Thank you very much for all of your time, 
service, and consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any follow up questions for me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Evan West 
‐‐  
970‐980‐1445 
evanwest714@gmail.com  
 
 
 
‐‐  
970‐980‐1445 
evanwest714@gmail.com  
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Ruth Stellmacher

From: Gary McCuen <garylmccuen@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2020 9:33 AM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Fwd: Passage above the Pioneer Cemetery

Categories: Council Dox

Dear Council Members, 
 
My wife, Annie Francoise, sent the attached message to you on March 14th regarding the path through the cemetery.  I 
would like to add my comments. 
 
There are safety and community aspects as she has pointed out but there are also just basic health and convenience 
reasons.  I know that many folks on the Fairmount side are enthusiastic walkers for health and recreation purposes.  I 
assume that Candelaria folks are the same.  We walk all over Fairmount hill and it would be delightful to be able to 
include the cemetery and Candelaria areas within our walking range.  This is good for all of us.   
 
Also, we would love to combine the joy of walking with some convenience.  At times, we have made the trek to 
LifeSource for a deli lunch or light shopping but the section along Commercial is hardly inspiring or pleasant.  So, mostly 
we drive ‐ adding more car trips and inherent pollution.  How pleasant it would be to be able to take a stroll through the 
cemetery to do these things.  There are other businesses in the vicinity that could be considered destinations as well. 
 
We hope that you will favorably consider opening the walking passage through the cemetery. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,    
Gary McCuen ‐ 503 302 90543 
1825 Fairmount Ave. S. 
Salem, OR 97302 
 
 

Begin forwarded message: 
 
From: Annie Francoise <mccuen7691@comcast.net> 
Subject: Passage above the Pioneer Cemetery 
Date: March 14, 2020 at 5:01:26 PM PDT 
To: citycouncil@cityofsalem.net 
 
   Hello, everyone, thank you for your interest in this matter.  
 
   We live on Fairmount Hill near the Park. We intended to attend the meeting on Monday evening. 
Unfortunately, i am 76 and Gary 84 and we were advised to stay home, to be on the safer side, not to 
contaminate or be contaminated.  
 
   I am one of the volunteers who attended the Cert Training with Roger a few years back.  At the time, 
Roger was quite insistant regarding having open passage between our neighborhood and Candalaria in 
the event of a major earthquake. We were all in agreement.  Roger was recommending having a 
container in Fairmount Park, stocked with emergency food and supplies which could be shared by both 
neighborhoods as well as an opening which would allow emergency vehicles and first responders to go 



2

back and forth.  We are still all waiting for such an opportunity!  
Also, Fairmount Park is THE park for both neighborhoods and Candalaria was cut off when gates were 
set up as an overreaction to a one time episode of vandalism. Just not fair.  
 
   Both sides of the cemetery would still be protected if the fenced passageway would be open at each 
end. 
 
   Please, pretty please, make this happen this time. Safety and good fellowship could serve us all.  
 
    We are so grateful for your efforts to represent us all.  
 
    Annie‐Françoise McCuen 
    1825 Fairmount ave s 
    Salem 97302 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:49 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: connector across Pioneer Cemetery in South Salem

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 12:33 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: connector across Pioneer Cemetery in South Salem 
 
 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 

From: Heather Wolfgang <heather@oregonmtb.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 10:30 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke 
Subject: connector across Pioneer Cemetery in South Salem 
  
Not sure if the meeting is happening for this (guessing it won't) but I support this connector!  
 
 
Best, 
Heather 
 
Heather Wolfgang 
League Director 
Oregon Interscholastic Cycling League 
ph: 352‐284‐5052 
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 1:23 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Gated pedestrian connection through Pioneer Cemetery

 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 1:22:47 PM 
To: Jeremy Greenwood <jeremymgreenwood@gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: Gated pedestrian connection through Pioneer Cemetery  
  
Thank you, Mr. Greenwood for your email and your support! As your City Councilor, please do not hesitate to reach out 
to me in the future with any questions or concerns or comments you may have. I hope you and your loved ones are 
staying healthy. Best, Vanessa 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Jeremy Greenwood <jeremymgreenwood@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2020 12:36:42 PM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Gated pedestrian connection through Pioneer Cemetery  
  
Hello Councilor Nordyke, 
 
I reside in the Fairmount neighborhood on Saginaw Street and would really love a pedestrian connection through 
Pioneer Cemetery to exist for a safer and more pleasant walk or bike to shopping, restaurants, and friends over in the 
Candalaria area.  I don't expect this passage to remain open after dark, which I understand raises some concerns about 
vandalism in our historic cemetery.  Let's create a more connected community! 
 
All the best with this initiative, 
Jeremy Greenwood 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:49 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: Connecting path through cemetery

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 12:33 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Connecting path through cemetery 
 
 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 

From: Julie hewitt <juhewitt44@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 11:48:14 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Connecting path through cemetery  
  
Hi!  
I am writing to ask that you support a pathway through the Pioneer Cemetery connecting my Fairmount neighborhood 
to Candalaria. Not only would that provide a nice path to LifeSource Foods, but my daughter and grandchildren live in 
that neighborhood. Currently, I walk through the woods at the end of Rural to visit them, but I must admit, I do it with a 
little trepidation. 
 
Thank you for all you do for our community. 
Julie Hewitt 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:49 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: I support the Pioneer Cemetery Connector

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 12:34 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: I support the Pioneer Cemetery Connector 
 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 

From: Joanne Meister <joanne@designmeister.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2020 8:13:10 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: I support the Pioneer Cemetery Connector  
  
I support the logic, common sense action of the Pioneer Cemetery connector. This will be a positive move for the 
neighborhood in terms for people and for wildlife. This old‐thought public barriers need to go. 
 
Thank you, 
Joanne Meister 
 
South Salem resident 
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 2:40 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Path between Fairmount and Candalaria

Please add to the other emails received regarding public comment for a pedestrian path through pioneer cemetery. 
Thank you, 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2020 2:39 PM 
To: Karen McFarlane Holman 
Subject: Re: Path between Fairmount and Candalaria 
  
Thank you, Karen, so much for your thoughtful email. I appreciate your sensitivity to the needs of historic preservation 
and your support for a pedestrian path. I wholeheartedly agree with the opportunity for increased cultural appreciation 
for the cemetery as a result of opening a path. I will forward your email to city staff so that it can be added to the 
members of the public who are writing in to support this path. 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are staying healthy during these uncertain times! As your City Councilor, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me with any other neighborhood questions or comments. Sincerely, Vanessa 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Karen McFarlane Holman <kholman@willamette.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 14, 2020 11:25:11 PM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Path between Fairmount and Candalaria  
  
Dear Councilor Nordyke,  
 
I am a ten‐year resident of the Candalaria neighborhood. I was thrilled to hear that the discussion regarding a path that 
would connect my neighborhood with Fairmount has regained some traction.  It was disheartening for me when the 
discussion was started and then dropped a few years ago. 
 
There are many families and friends who live on both sides of the barrier that is currently in place who do not get to visit 
each other safely, especially with small children.  There are businesses that are not as accessible to residents who walk 
or bike in order to buy groceries, go out for a meal, etc.  The current configuration demands that we all travel by car 
even to nearby destinations, which reduces the liveability of both neighborhoods.  Walking and cycling on Commercial 
Street is neither safe nor enjoyable. 
 
I understand the concerns that have been raised by Friends of Pioneer Cemetery ‐ indeed, I have been a volunteer 
myself, cleaning up the grounds with the Friends.  I care deeply for the preservation of this historic gem and I would 
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never push for anything that would cause its demise.  I strongly believe that allowing passage alongside the cemetery 
would not be a detriment, but rather would cultivate appreciation for the Pioneer Cemetery even more, made possible 
by the fact that many more people would be able to see it, learn about it, and enjoy its beauty and history.  Certainly 
careful planning would need to be done to ensure the safety of some of the gravestones, but I believe that there are 
many possible creative solutions that exist and that we can trust our City and neighbors to establish and maintain 
appropriate preservation measures.  
 
Please consider my strong support for creating this connection between these two vibrant neighborhoods that would 
benefit families, friends, and businesses‐‐basically everyone and everything in this whole area, including the Pioneer 
Cemetery. 
 
Thank you! 
Karen McFarlane Holman 
2580 Alvarado Terrace South 
Salem, OR 97302 
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:43 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Cemetery Path

 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Kirk Matthews <kirk.s.matthews@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2020 2:24:19 PM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Cemetery Path  
  
Hi Ms Nordye, 
  
I wanted to email to show my support for a cemetery path between Hoyt and Rural ‐‐‐ seems like a great way to connect 
our neighborhoods, and keep our kids off Commercial!  Thanks, 
  
Kirk S Matthews 
503‐806‐1376 
2755 Commercial St S #101‐154 Salem, OR 97302 
(Mailing address) 
  
This communication (including attachments), is confidential, and may contain privileged information. If you are not the 
intended recipient, or believe you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmit, 
disseminate, or otherwise use this communication or any of the information contained herein. Also please notify sender 
that you have received this e‐mail in error, and delete the copy you received. 
  
“We are not licensed attorneys and we are not licensed to provide our customers with legal advice. If you believe you 
need legal advice, you should speak with an attorney who has been retained to represent your company.” 
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Amy Johnson

From: laurenhoyez@gmail.com
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 1:01 PM
To: citycouncil
Cc: salemrecorder@cityofsalem.net
Subject: Pioneer Cemetery Pathway

Dear Mayor Bennett and Members of the Salem City Council, 
 
I am a 3rd (or maybe 4th) generation Oregonian, born and raised in Salem, as were both of my parents.  I am also a 
grateful supporter of “Friends of Pioneer Cemetery” since I have multiple family members at rest there including my 
grandparents William and Emma Butte and Guy and Hazel Causey.   
                                   
I agree with the position of the Friends of Pioneer Cemetery, that a pathway should not be opened up through the 
Cemetery.  I believe the risks for vandalism, plus potential liability issues related to aging headstones is reason enough 
to say no.  If the council, however, believes the benefits outweigh the risks, then fencing of the pathway should be 
required. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lauren Butte Hoyez 
61303 Gorge View Street 
Bend, Oregon 97702 
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Ruth Stellmacher

From: laurenhoyez@gmail.com
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2020 1:01 PM
To: citycouncil
Cc: salemrecorder@cityofsalem.net
Subject: Pioneer Cemetery Pathway

Categories: Council Dox

Dear Mayor Bennett and Members of the Salem City Council, 
 
I am a 3rd (or maybe 4th) generation Oregonian, born and raised in Salem, as were both of my parents.  I am also a 
grateful supporter of “Friends of Pioneer Cemetery” since I have multiple family members at rest there including my 
grandparents William and Emma Butte and Guy and Hazel Causey.   
                                   
I agree with the position of the Friends of Pioneer Cemetery, that a pathway should not be opened up through the 
Cemetery.  I believe the risks for vandalism, plus potential liability issues related to aging headstones is reason enough 
to say no.  If the council, however, believes the benefits outweigh the risks, then fencing of the pathway should be 
required. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Lauren Butte Hoyez 
61303 Gorge View Street 
Bend, Oregon 97702 
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Amy Johnson

From: Vanessa Nordyke
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 9:28 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fwd: Support for Pioneer Cemetery gated pedestrian connection

 
Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Council, Ward 7 
City phone: (971) 707‐3732 

From: Maureen McGee <mmcgee13@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2020 8:09 AM 
To: Vanessa Nordyke 
Subject: Support for Pioneer Cemetery gated pedestrian connection 
  
Dear Counselor Nordyke,  
 
I am writing in support of a proposal to study installation a pedestrian path in the vicinity of Pioneer Cemetery. I have 
been a resident of the south central neighborhood for five years. I take regular long neighborhood walks for exercise and 
am very supportive of efforts to allow residents to more easily spend time outside and connect with our neighbors while 
reducing vehicle use. I live south of Pioneer Cemetery, and pick up a weekly Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
distribution from a home north of the Cemetery. I am therefore well‐aware that the lack of a connection through the 
cemetary creates a significant barrier for walkers traveling between the north and south portions of the neighborhood. 
 
A pedestrian connection near the cemetary would be a valuable asset to the community. By providing increased foot 
passage that avoids the busy traffic on Commercial Street, the path will support the goals of building more connected 
and livable communities while supporting the safe use of alternative  transportation. If this connection were installed, I 
would use it regularly to visit friends, pick up my vegetables, and exercise. For residents north of the cemetary, the 
connection would provide safe and enjoyable pedestrian access to businesses, including restaurants and grocery stores, 
located south of the cemetary.  
 
Finally, I understand that the city counsel has many very important priorities before it that will, and should, take 
precedent over this small proposal. Even in times of great need, however, it is also important to also take those simple, 
low cost measures that can provide significant quality of life benefits to residents. I believe that this is such a proposal 
and therefore strongly support further exploring a pedestrian connection near the cemetary.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Maureen McGee 
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:48 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: Pioneer cemetery connector

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 6:45 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Pioneer cemetery connector 
 
 

Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Robyn Clipfell <clipfell@gmail.com> 
Date: March 15, 2020 at 12:56:23 PM PDT 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Pioneer cemetery connector 

 
I support this connector trail.  
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Amy Johnson

From: Julie Warncke
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:48 AM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: FW: Pioneer Cemetery Connector

 
 

‐ Julie | 503‐588‐6211 ext.7338 

 

From: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Sunday, March 15, 2020 6:46 PM 
To: Julie Warncke <JWarncke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Fwd: Pioneer Cemetery Connector 
 
 

Vanessa Nordyke 
Salem City Councilor, Ward 7 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Tony Vassallo <tonyv34@gmail.com> 
Date: March 15, 2020 at 12:50:32 PM PDT 
To: Vanessa Nordyke <VNordyke@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Pioneer Cemetery Connector 

 

A couple months ago, I had a good look at what would be involved in opening a 
connector trail through the north fence of the Pioneer Cemetery. 
 
I've had a formal class on trail-building, and have worked to build trails in Oregon 
and Arizona, including the Croisan Scenic Trail and the Sprague-Skyline Park trails. 
 
The Pioneer Cemetery connector will not be as simple as installing a gate in the 
fence, because of the proximity of graves on one side and a 2-foot retaining wall on 
the other side, so it will take some effort, but as an engineer it could be done, in 
my opinion.   
 
Having ridden my bike from my home in South Salem to downtown, I know this 
route would make that trip much easier and especially safer.   
 
Tony Vassallo 
former Land Use Chair, Sunnyslope Neighborhood Association 
1533 Jordan Dr S 
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Salem, OR 97302 
503-371-4203 
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