
Amy Johnson - Rate Increases 

Salem City Council,

My question for tonight's Public Hearing is: 
 What about those of us who are being charged for a street light that we do not have located 
on our block.  We were told to call out local electric company so that we are sure to be on the 
list to get a light, which all the people on our block have done.   We still do not have a light and 
we are still being charged for a light that we do not have and have no idea when we might 
even get a light on our block.   In the private business world that would be considered "fraud" 
to be charged for services that you have not and are not receiving.  Why is it that the City of 
Salem is allowed to charge for 'services not received'.  This has been ongoing for some time 
now.  Maybe that street light charge should be credited to us against the the rate increase, 
since we have been paying $2.80 a month for services not received. I'm sure you already have 
a prepared reply but that still does not make it right.

Irene Morris

From: <imorrisathome@comcast.net>
To: <cityrecorder@cityofsalem.net>
Date: 10/10/2016 1:29 PM
Subject: Rate Increases
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Amber Mathiesen - RegardingConcerns ofProposed Creekside W ater Cost Reduction

To All,

Iw ill admit that this is the first time Ihave w ritten to the Council in the 40 pus years ofliving here but
did have to voice my concerns in regards to the City even considering the low ering the w ater costs
and/or offsetting the costs ofw ater to other Salem’ites. Below are my concerns and reasoning.

1) The course is private.Ifthe course w as open to anyone in Salem o r ifw e are to offset the w ater
costs for them they in turn change the status ofthis course to public.Ifthey did this, as a golfer
and resident ofsouth Salem, Imay feel differently.

2) The individuals that have chosen to live in the Creekside area, those that have fees or
association dues that go tow ards the course should carry the brunt ofthese increases.Their
home value, obvious income level, and their initial and ongoing aw areness that these dues or
costs may go up at any time as a resident associated w ith this course w ere clear to them w hen
they purchased their homes.

3) Iam afraid that this ifpassed it w ill set p r e c e d e n t to any other affluent area ofSalem, (and even
those perhaps that are not)that may also face difficulty in making payment to their utility
obligations due to poor management or an economic dow nturn oftheir association or golf
course.N o matter ifrelated to a private course, large farm or other businesses that may be
found not have run their business efficiently or those w ho have not looked to the future to
anticipate global w arming and began to budget for additional w ater costs.

As a consumer ofw ater and semi-conservationist w e have replaced many plants in our yard that are
more drought resistant, w e conserve w ater, and have even let some ofour yard “go” during the
summer choosing not to maintain it in order to conserve w ater.

· Creekside- an d its area residents should do the same- or be placed on rations (as in CA and other
states), since they use such large amounts.

· They could also plant- in stages - drought resistant grasses and other foliage, build very large
(inexpensive)w ater storage systems throughout the properly to catch and contain rain/snow
during the spring/fall/w inter months.N ot to mention they could also drill a few w ells to offset
their w ater needs, as farmers and others w ith large property in Salem have done.

· A final suggestion is to lessen the size ofthe course to a smaller footprint.For Example moving

From: Catrina Kersich <CKersich@pacpride.com>
To: "'crbennett@cityofsalem.net'" <crbennett@cityofsalem.net>, "'tandersen@c...
Date: 10/10/2016 3:05 PM
Subject: Regarding Concerns of Proposed Creekside Water Cost Reduction
CC: "'Citycouncil@cityofsalem.net'" <Citycouncil@cityofsalem.net>

Page 1 of 2

10/10/2016file:///C:/Users/amathiesen/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/57FBAE3FGWC1S-CIVIC...



from an 18 hole to a 9 hole, and adding new homes w ithin the former 9 holes that have been
converted over to help offset grow ing course maintenance costs.W ith this they could still
maintain their “private” status and increase incoming ongoing monthly member fees.

In closing Ibelieve the City should dedicate their time and resources to areas ofSalem that need the
most funds for example to and not limited to *emergency preparedness, public safety, maintaining and
adding new street lights, improving roads, parks, and sidew alks just to name a new .

Ø The latter is a huge issue w ithin our older neighborhood, in that the sidew alk in
front and along our home are in terrible disrepair and a hazard to many
pedestrians as they use it daily, This issue is due to very shallow concrete poured
40+ years ago in addition to City’s trees along the boulevard w hose roots have
raised it 4”-6” (cracking and breaking them up).W e have been on a “w aiting list”
for 2.5 years, w ith no updates or action having been taken since submitting our
request for repairs.U ntil this is remedied w e are just w aiting to hear ofsomeone
tripping and being seriously injured.

Items like these throughout Salem (*see the many items listed above), are items that effect the w elfare
ofmany individuals on a daily basis, are w hat Ibelieve you as our voted in representatives should be
focusing on, not that ofa poorly managed business that touts being private though requests, and may
even expect, the public to bail them out w hen in need, merely because many ofits residents are
connected or affluent.

T h an k y o u f o r y o ur t i m e an d c o n s i d e r at i o n o f t h i s m e s s ag e .

C at r i n aK e r s i c h
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