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Summary: While completing research for an update of the Salem Downtown Historic District researcher 

Kirsten Straus was tasked with finding any information about historic names for alleyways downtown. 

While unable to find any evidence that the alleyways downtown were ever officially named, below are 

suggestions for the names of alleyways downtown based on historic information.  

 

Historic Precedent for originally suggested names: 

1. Electric Alley – in a review of the primary documentation (maps and newspaper records) about 

downtown, researchers were unable to confirm the historic nature of the name “Electric Alley.” 

However, “Electric Alleys” was the name of a bowling alley located in Salem from 1914-1915. 

There was also a team named “Electric” that competed in tournaments at Electric Alleys, so 

there are a lot of mentions of the “Electrics” at “Electric Alley.” However, there was no evidence 

of this name referring to anything but a bowling alley. Regardless, it is an appropriate name for 

the alley because of its association with the Electric Building.  

2. Pastoral Alley – reference to the mural on the wall of the Christian Science Reading Room. 

3. No-No Alley – Could not find any evidence of this name in the newspaper record.  

4. Spirited/Gallery Alley – This alley has been called “Gallery Alley” in the very recent past, though 

there is no historic precedent for this name. It is true that this alley was the site of many gaming 

and recreation-type businesses, the inspiration behind “Spirited Alley.”   

5. Peppermint Flats – I was able to confirm that Peppermint Flats is the old name for the area 

around Ferry and High Streets. This name could apply to several different blocks.  

 

Research Methods: 

Using the digitized records of the Statesman Journal (formerly the Oregon Statesman and Capital 

Journal), researchers preformed a text search of the word “alley.” Researchers then selected a ten year 

period beginning with the earliest newspapers records and used the “best match” feature to scroll 

through the first one-hundred result for each ten year period to find any specifically mentioned alleys.  

Other reference materials included historic maps, including Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, the 1876 and 

1905 Birds-Eye Salem, and the 1878 Williams and Co. Historical Atlas of Marion and Linn Cos. 
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Note: Researchers confirmed that there was another attempt to name the alleys in the 1980s, 

congruent to the efforts to beautify the alleys. It appears that this effort was not ultimately successful 

however, as there are no follow up mentions in newspaper records.  

Note: The photos attached in this report are intended for reference purposes only. Proper permissions 

must be received form the correct institution to use photos for any other purpose.  
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Alley One 

Eldriedge Alley – named for the Eldriedge block. The north half was demolished to build the Chemeketa 

Parkade.  

Electric Alley – named for the Electric Building and Electric Apartments that face along Liberty St NE. 

Stuesloff – The Stuesloff building is located at 399 Court Street. It went through an extensive remodel in 

1940 so an alley name would be a good opportunity to showcase the historic look of the building.  

 

Alley Two 

Wexford Alley – named for the Wexford Theater which used to face along Court St.  

Golden Pheasant Alley – named for the Salem restaurant which was open at the same location (248 

Liberty St NE) from 1936 to 1995. 

Pastoral Alley – named for the 1987 mural on the side of the Christian Science Reading Room.  

 

Alley Three 

Fortune’s Corner/Fortune’s Alley – named for two bank buildings in this block and a store which was 

called “Fortune’s Corner” 

 

Alley Four 

Eckerlen Alley – built two buildings on either side of the alley.  

Joseph Meyers Alley – Bottom floor of Reed Opera House was the Jos. Meyers Store for many years. His 

dramatic personal tales were common fodder for the local newspapers and his story would be an 

interesting way to humanize the past.  

Durbins’ Alley – The Durbin Bros. Livery was located at 120 Commercial St NE.  

Statesman Alley – The first Statesman building was located at 162 Commercial St NE.  

 

Alley Five 

Fashion Alley – named for the “Fashion Stables” that were located first at the SW corner of High and 

Court and then relocated closer to the NW corner of State and High after the construction of the I.O.O.F. 

Hall.  

Bligh Alley – named for the Bligh Hotel and Theater which was located on this block.  
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Alley Six 

Patton’s Alley – named for Patton’s Block which was subsumed by the Ladd and Bush Bank. 

Tioga Alley – named for a block that was mostly demolished for the construction of the Livesley Building.  

The Spa Alley – named for a longtime Salem restaurant that was located in the last remaining section of 

the Tioga block from 1891 to 1948.  

 

Alley Seven 

George Sun Alley – named for the contributions that Sun made as Mayor of Salem’s Chinatown. This is 

an excellent opportunity to highlight the forgotten history of Salem’s Chinatown, as this block was once 

part of Chinatown. 

 

Alley Eight 

Peppermint Flats – named for the mint that used to grow in this part of town. This is a verified historic 

name. Looks like there is a little flexibility on placement because this general area was known as 

Peppermint Flats – alley name could be moved west one block.  
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Alley One Options: 

Electric Alley- named for the Electric Building and Electric Apartments that face along Liberty St NE. 

Steusloff Alley- the Stuesloff building is located at 399 Court Street. It went through an extensive 

remodel in 1940 so an alley name would be a good opportunity to showcase the historic look of the building.  

Eldriedge Alley- named for the Eldriedge block. The north half was demolished to build the Chemeketa 

Parkade. 

 

 

 

 

Electric Building 

North Eldriedge Block  

(demolished) 

Steusloff Building 
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2007.001.0346 Print, Photographic The Willamette Heritage Center

East side 200 block of N. Commercial Street, ground floor at left is Barnes Cash Store, Dry Goods, and at center
is Daniel Fry Drug Store.

Fry, Daniel J.

Description

People

Z:\IMAGES\010\20070010346.JPG07/24/2018 13:16:40 -6-
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2004.010.0106 Print, Photographic The Willamette Heritage Center

Steusloff Brothers Inc. Meat Market. NW corner of Court and Liberty Streets. The store was also a grocery store.
Description

Z:\IMAGES\013\20040100106.JPG07/24/2018 14:14:43 -10-



Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  12 Nov 2017, Sun ·  Main Edition ·  Page E2
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19 17  El ectr ic  ap ar tments  h id d en b eh ind  f acad e f or  50                       
years
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Alley Two Options: 

Wexford Alley – named for the Wexford Theater which used to face along Court St. 

Golden Pheasant Alley – named for the Salem restaurant which was open at the same 

location (248 Liberty St NE) from 1936 to 1995. 

Pastoral Alley – named for the 1987 mural on the side of the Christian Science Reading Room.  

 

 

 

Wexford Theater Pastoral Mural 

Golden Pheasant 
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  01 Jan 1911, Sun ·  Page 27

Downloaded on Aug 10, 2018

19 1 1  Wexf ord  Th eater      

Clipped By:

Ferg89
Thu, Sep 14, 2017

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

-13-



The Capital Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  25 Apr 1916, Tue ·  Page 5

Downloaded on Aug 10, 2018

19 16  D 'A rcy to  b u i l d          
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The Capital Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  06 Nov 1936, Fri ·  Page 8

Downloaded on Aug 22, 2018

1936  Th e  Gol d en Ph eas ant  O p ens            
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  19 Aug 1995, Sat ·  Main Edition ·  Page 18

Downloaded on Aug 22, 2018
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Alley Three Options: 

Fortune’s Corner  

Fortune’s Alley 

 

 

 

Capital National Bank 

Pioneer Trust Bank 

Ladd and Bush Bank 

“Fortune’s Corner” 
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Downloaded on Mar 29, 2018

Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  13 May 1908, Wed ·  Page 3

1908 Fortune's corner
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Alley Four Options: 

Eckerlen Alley - built two buildings on either side of the alley. 

Joseph Meyers Alley - Bottom floor of Reed Opera House was the Jos. Meyers Store for many years. 

His dramatic personal tales were common fodder for the local newspapers and his story would be an interesting 

way to humanize the past.  

Durbins’ Alley - The Durbin Bros. Livery was located at 120 Commercial St NE.  

Statesman Alley - The first Statesman building was located at 162 Commercial St NE.  

 

Eckerlen 

Bldg. 

(demolished

) 

Durbin’s Block 

Eckerlen 

Bldg. 

Reed Opera House – 

was Jos. Meyers store 

Old Statesman 

Bldg. (demolished) 
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  01 Jan 1890, Wed ·  Page 5

Downloaded on Aug 7, 2018
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  02 Jan 1906, Tue ·  Page 20

Downloaded on Jul 19, 2018

190 6  Eck er l en Bu i l d ing          
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  09 Feb 1908, Sun ·  Page 4

Downloaded on Aug 10, 2018

190 8  M eyers  is  a  s u cces s f u l  man, wi l l  ad d  annex to                          
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The Capital Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  12 Feb 1908, Wed ·  Page 7

Downloaded on Aug 10, 2018
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The Medford Mail (Medford, Oregon) ·  11 Sep 1908, Fri ·  Page 2

Downloaded on Aug 10, 2018

190 8  M eyers  h ad  a  rea l l y d ramatic  l i f e                    

Clipped By:

kstraps
Fri, Aug 10, 2018

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

-28-



2013.013.0064 Print, Photographic The Willamette Heritage Center

Lines of horses and men (band? with flag) in front of Durbin Livery Stable.  Smaller version is 2013.013.0039.
Description

Z:\IMAGES\041\20130130064.JPG07/24/2018 14:46:05 -29-
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5/10/2018 Commercial & State Streets in Salem Oregon, 1880's :: Ben Maxwell Collection

http://photos.salemhistory.net/cdm/singleitem/collection/max/id/4874/rec/141 1/1

View Description Print
Commercial & State Streets in Salem Oregon, 1880's

 
  

 

 

Description

PHOTO ID 12013

TITLE Commercial & State Streets in Salem Oregon, 1880's

COLLECTION Ben Maxwell

DESCRIPTION This photo of the early business district in Salem, Oregon, looks north on Commercial Street from the intersection with State. It was taken ca 1886; the business in the
foreground is not in the 1889 city directory, but the R.M. Wade & Company, carrying hardware and farm implements, is listed at 282-286 Commercial and can be seen
further down the block. Salem streets were renumbered in 1904. The buildings are a mix of one story and two story; the two-story ones are brick with high narrow arched
windows, and a covered walkway with raised wooden sidewalks. Horse-drawn wagons can be seen on the dirt road and a wagon loaeded with hay is on the right.

DATE ca 1886

SUBJECTS R.M. Wade & Company; Salem, Oregon; dirt roads

PHOTOGRAPHER Cronise Studio

COLLECTOR Ben Maxwell

OBJECT b/w photo

DIMENSIONS 5 in. H x 7 in. W

PHOTO SOURCE Salem Public Library

REMARKS Research by Toni Meyering. This photo is from the Ben Maxwell Photo Album, p 51.

CONTENTdm file
name

2633.jpg

Date created 2004-03-29

Date modified 2004-03-29

CONTENTdm
number

4874
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Alley Five Options: 

Fashion Alley - named for the “Fashion Stables” that were located first at the SW corner of 

High and Court and then relocated closer to the NW corner of State and High after the construction of 

the I.O.O.F. Hall.  

Bligh Alley – named for the Bligh Hotel and Theater which was located on this block.  

 

 

 

Bligh Block Second “Fashion Stables” 

First “Fashion Stables” 
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Statesman Journal (Salem, Oregon) ·  14 Jun 2015, Sun ·  Main Edition ·  Page E2
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Alley Six Options: 

Patton’s Alley - named for Patton’s Block which was subsumed by the Ladd and Bush Bank. 

Tioga Alley- named for a block that was mostly demolished for the construction of the Livesley 

Building.  

The Spa Alley - – named for a longtime Salem restaurant that was located in the last remaining 

section of the Tioga block from 1891 to 1948. 

 

Patton’s Block 

The Spa Restaurant 

Tioga Block (included 

location of “The Spa”) 
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Alley Seven Options: 

George Sun Alley - – named for the contributions that Sun made as Mayor of Salem’s 

Chinatown. This is an excellent opportunity to highlight the forgotten history of Salem’s Chinatown, as 

this block was once part of Chinatown. 

 

 

 

Approximate location 

of Sun’s second 

downtown business 
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George Sun, Mayor of Chinatown 

 

George Sun and his two children, Woo Lai Sun and Mary Lai Sun, 1890. 

 

George Sun in his Salem store, circa 1920 with Maxine Lai Sun and Hem Lai Sun. Norma O’Kelley Collection, Org Lot 480, Box 1, 
Neg #OrHi019922. 

George Sun was born in 1849 in China, immigrated to the United States in 1869 and lived in Salem until 

1926. He ran a successful business in Salem, and was also known as the “Mayor of Chinatown” during 

the period after the passage of the 1882 Chinese Exclusionary Act. He also owned a ranch and successful 

hop farm outside of Salem. 
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Alley Eight Options: 

Peppermint Flats- name could also be applied one block west 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8? 

General location of 

“Peppermint Flats” 
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Previous alley-naming or beautification efforts 

 

For your information.  
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