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Dear Mayor Hoy and City Council Members:
I am writing to ask you to support the Revenue Task Force's recommendation of adding a
Livability Levy on the May 2025 election ballot. 
A “Livability Levy” would provide funding for the Salem Library, Center 51+ and Salem City
Parks.   These are services that are shared by all of our residents, across all ages, income levels
and abilities. The requested funding is a modest amount, offering tremendous "return on
investment" in added library hours and resources, upgrades to parks and services for senior
citizens.  By putting the Levy on the ballot, you will allow the voters in Salem to  decide on
whether or not they  will contribute to the future of our community.  Please give us the
opportunity to vote on a Livability Levy.
Thank you-
Alice LaViolette
Ward 1

mailto:aklaviolette@comcast.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
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From: Carel DeWinkel
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 2:20:11 PM

Dear Salem City Council:

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as recommended by the Revenue
Task Force. 
 
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without new revenue in FY
2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major library in the state. Our two libraries are open
only half the hours that they were open 20 years ago. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because
it is closed on Sunday and in the evening. We will not have splash pads for children or programs in Riverfront park
in FY 2026 without new revenue. Center 50+ has has to close two Saturdays and month and raise fees because of
budget cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue.
 
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center 50+ to full service
operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a Livability Levy election in May 2025 can
be successful, and we can once again have the livability services in Salem that we deserve. 
 
Thank you for your service,
Carel DeWinkel
1795 Fir Street S,
Salem OR 97302.

mailto:cdewinkel@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Cindy Kimball
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 9:44:22 PM

Dear Salem City Council and Mayor Chris,

It has come to my attention that the Revenue Task Force has recommended a "Livability
Levy" that would potentially be voted upon in May of 2025. This small property tax would be
a great source of funding for our Salem city library, our city parks and Center 50+.

I am writing to ask you to support this and let the people of Salem vote on it next May. 

Thank you for your service.
Sincerely,
Cindy Kimball
1260 21st St NE, Salem, OR 97301

mailto:kimball.cindylou@gmail.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Deanne Smith
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:27:36 PM

Dear Salem City Council:
I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as recommended by the Revenue
Task Force. 
 
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without new revenue in FY
2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major library in the state. Our two libraries are open
only half the hours that they were open 20 years ago. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because
it is closed on Sunday and in the evening. We will not have splash pads for children or programs in Riverfront park
in FY 2026 without new revenue. Center 50+ has has to close two Saturdays and month and raise fees because of
budget cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue.
 
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center 50+ to full service
operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a Livability Levy election in May 2025 can
be successful, and we can once again have the livability services in Salem that we deserve. 
 
Thank you for your service,
 
Deanne Smith
Ward 8

mailto:deannes@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: EVAN WHITE
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Let"s Keep Salem Livable
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:34:30 PM

Dear Salem City Council: 
I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as
recommended by the Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks
without new revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst
funded major library in the state. Our two libraries are open only half the hours that
they were open 20 years ago. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library
because it is closed on Sunday and in the evening. We will not have splash pads for
children or programs in Riverfront Park in FY 2026 without new revenue. Center 50+
has had to close two Saturdays and month and raise fees because of budget
cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue. 
  
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and
Center 50+ to full-service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am
confident that a Livability Levy election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can
once again have the livability services in Salem that we deserve.  
  
Thank you for your service, 
  
[Evan White
2055 Manorview Circle NW
Salem OR 97304

mailto:epwhitehouse@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Jonathan Bucci
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 1:18:52 PM

Dear Salem City Council: 
I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as
recommended by the Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without
new revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major
library in the state. Our two libraries are open only half the hours that they were open 20 years
ago. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because it is closed on Sunday and
in the evening. We will not have splash pads for children or programs in Riverfront park in FY
2026 without new revenue. Center 50+ has had to close two Saturdays a month and raise fees
because of budget cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue. 
  
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center
50+ to full service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a
Livability Levy election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can once again have the
livability services in Salem that we deserve.  
  
Thank you for your service, 
  
Jonathan Bucci
549 24th St. NE, Salem, 97301

-- 
Jonathan Bucci
Curator of Collections and Exhibitions
Hallie Ford Museum of Art
Willamette University
900 State Street
Salem, Oregon 97301
503-370-6861

mailto:jbucci@willamette.edu
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: JQ
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil; JQ
Subject: Testimony for 8/19: Livability Levy
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 12:12:35 PM

August 13, 2024

Dear City Councilors:

My name is Jerry Quigg and I am a home owner in Ward 2, at 1060 Cedar Way SE. I am writing in
support of a referendum in May of 2025 for a ‘Livability Levy’ that is specifically dedicated to library
services, city parks, and the 50+ Senior Center.

It is clear our community needs an additional funding mechanism to sustain and expand SPL and the
West Salem Branch, and that our lovely city parks system are in need of more care. And since Center
50+ operates under the City’s purview it also would also benefit from a more stable source of funds.

In any case, I hope you will recommend a vote by our citizens next May to decide this matter. I look
forward to reading how the process proceeds.

Sincerely,
Jerry Quigg
1060 Cedar Way SE
Ward 2

mailto:jerryq54@gmail.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net
mailto:jerryq54@gmail.com


From: Jim Scheppke
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Public Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 10:14:03 AM
Attachments: Three Levy Scenarios.docx

Dear Mayor and City Council:
Attached are my thoughts for your consideration at your work session on the Revenue Task
Force recommendations on August 19th. I hope you will read them with interest. 

As you know our libraries are in dire straits and need new revenue beginning in FY 2026. We
already have by far the worst-funded major library in the state with operating hours (48)
exactly half of what they were two decades ago (96) and even less than a century ago (72)!
Our children and families and seniors and all library users deserve much better. The time has
long passed for incremental improvement. We need a full service library, beginning next year.
I hope you will agree.

Thank you for your service,

Jim Scheppke, Ward 2
jscheppke@comcast.net

mailto:jscheppke@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net

[image: ]Three Scenarios for a Local Option Levy to Fund a Full Service 

                Salem Library in FY 2026



[bookmark: _GoBack]  By Jim Scheppke, Ward 2



What Would a Full Service Library for Salem Look Like?

Our library, with two locations open a total of 48 hours per week, falls far short of being a full service library. There are many ways one could define “full service.” One way would be to compare these service hours to service hours in the past. A century ago, in 1924, our Carnegie library on State Street was open Monday through Saturday from 9 am to 9 pm, a total of 72 hours per week. That was certainly “full service” for 1924 when the population of Salem was only about 20,000 compared to about nine times that today! We had a full service library as recently as two decades ago when the main library was open seven days a week, including three evenings a week until 9 am, and our West Salem Branch was open six days a week including one evening. Total hours for both locations: 96 hours per week. That’s exactly double our hours in 2024. We also had a bookmobile then that made 28 stops per month in locations throughout Salem. 



Another way to define a full service library would be to compare our library to a comparable library in Oregon. The Hillsboro Public Library serves a population of over 157,000 from a main library and one branch library, just like our library. Here is how the two libraries compared according to the latest data available from the State Library for FY 2023:



		

		FY23 Population Served

		FY23 Library Expenditures

		FY23 Paid Staff

		FY 23 Total Service Hrs. (two locations)

		FY 24 Total Service Hrs. (two locations



		Hillsboro Public Library

		157,111

		$11,651,064

		76.50

		128

		128



		Salem Public Library

		179,605

		$5,892,732

		48.40

		64

		48







The Hillsboro Public Library is a full service library. By looking at this comparison one can get an idea of what it would take to have a full service library in Salem.



For the purposes of this comparison of three different scenarios for a local option levy I am going to define a full service library for Salem as requiring a $9.7 million annual budget, with $4.7 million included in the General Fund budget of the City and $5 million from a local option levy. In FY 2025 the Library has approximately a $5.7 million General Fund budget, about $1 million of which is one-time ARPA funds.





Scenario 1: A 5-Year $5 Million Local Option Library Levy Passed in May, 2025

Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $0.50 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation

Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $87/$7

Advantages: 

· Would fund a full service library (7 days at main with 3 evenings, 5-6 days at West Salem Branch with 1-2 evenings).

· Lowest “ask” of all the scenarios.

· Potential for a strong campaign that is well-funded by library support organizations.

Disadvantages

· Does not address other General Fund shortfalls to other livability services.

· Does not tap into constituencies of other livability services for votes and support.





Scenario 2: A 5-Year $8 Million Local Option “Livability Levy” Passed in May, 2025

Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $0.75 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation

Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $130/$11

Advantages: 

· Would fund a full service library (7 days at main with 3 evenings, 5-6 days at West Salem Branch with 1-2 evenings).

· Includes $2 million to restore and enhance Parks and Recreation services.

· Includes $1 million to restore and enhance Center 50+ services.

· Potential for a strong campaign that is well-funded by library support organizations and parks and Center 50+ support organizations.

· Taps into three sizable constituencies of livability services for votes and support.

Disadvantages

· A larger “ask” than Scenario 1.





Scenario 3: A 5-Year $10 Million Local Option Public Safety Levy Passed in May, 2025 That Frees Up General Funds to Address Other Shortfalls

Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $1.00 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation

Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $173/$14

Advantages: 

· Polling may show that a public safety levy would have the greatest chance of passing.

· A public safety levy could address needs for more community policing capacity, gun violence reduction capacity, funding for the new fire station in the bond measure.

Disadvantages

· Unclear how much General Fund would be “freed up” and whether it would be sufficient to fund a full service library at $5 million, much less other livability services.

· Difficulty in communicating with voters about exactly what they are buying with their tax increase. Some may want all of the $10 million increase for public safety.

· Could be used as an excuse to not support other, more permanent revenue sources to fund public safety (e.g., Operations Fee reform, Business License Fee).

· Largest “ask” of the three scenarios.

· Livability services constituencies may resent not being a priority and having to settle for “leftovers.”

· Support by library support organizations and other support organizations may be lukewarm or nonexistent.

· The Legislature would likely not consider a bill to provide Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) to support public safety services in Salem if they knew we were going to vote on a public safety levy in May.
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Three Scenarios for a Local Option Levy to Fund a Full Service  
                Salem Library in FY 2026 

 
  By Jim Scheppke, Ward 2 

 
What Would a Full Service Library for Salem Look Like? 
Our library, with two locations open a total of 48 hours per week, falls far short of being a full service library. 
There are many ways one could define “full service.” One way would be to compare these service hours to 
service hours in the past. A century ago, in 1924, our Carnegie library on State Street was open Monday 
through Saturday from 9 am to 9 pm, a total of 72 hours per week. That was certainly “full service” for 1924 
when the population of Salem was only about 20,000 compared to about nine times that today! We had a full 
service library as recently as two decades ago when the main library was open seven days a week, including 
three evenings a week until 9 am, and our West Salem Branch was open six days a week including one 
evening. Total hours for both locations: 96 hours per week. That’s exactly double our hours in 2024. We also 
had a bookmobile then that made 28 stops per month in locations throughout Salem.  
 
Another way to define a full service library would be to compare our library to a comparable library in Oregon. 
The Hillsboro Public Library serves a population of over 157,000 from a main library and one branch library, 
just like our library. Here is how the two libraries compared according to the latest data available from the 
State Library for FY 2023: 
 

 FY23 
Population 

Served 

FY23 Library 
Expenditures 

FY23 
Paid 
Staff 

FY 23 Total 
Service Hrs. 

(two 
locations) 

FY 24 Total 
Service Hrs. 

(two 
locations 

Hillsboro Public Library 157,111 $11,651,064 76.50 128 128 
Salem Public Library 179,605 $5,892,732 48.40 64 48 

 
The Hillsboro Public Library is a full service library. By looking at this comparison one can get an idea of what it 
would take to have a full service library in Salem. 
 
For the purposes of this comparison of three different scenarios for a local option levy I am going to define a 
full service library for Salem as requiring a $9.7 million annual budget, with $4.7 million included in the 
General Fund budget of the City and $5 million from a local option levy. In FY 2025 the Library has 
approximately a $5.7 million General Fund budget, about $1 million of which is one-time ARPA funds. 
 
 
Scenario 1: A 5-Year $5 Million Local Option Library Levy Passed in May, 2025 
Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $0.50 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation 
Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $87/$7 
Advantages:  

• Would fund a full service library (7 days at main with 3 evenings, 5-6 days at West Salem Branch with 1-
2 evenings). 

• Lowest “ask” of all the scenarios. 
• Potential for a strong campaign that is well-funded by library support organizations. 

Disadvantages 
• Does not address other General Fund shortfalls to other livability services. 
• Does not tap into constituencies of other livability services for votes and support. 

 



 
Scenario 2: A 5-Year $8 Million Local Option “Livability Levy” Passed in May, 2025 
Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $0.75 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation 
Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $130/$11 
Advantages:  

• Would fund a full service library (7 days at main with 3 evenings, 5-6 days at West Salem Branch with 1-
2 evenings). 

• Includes $2 million to restore and enhance Parks and Recreation services. 
• Includes $1 million to restore and enhance Center 50+ services. 
• Potential for a strong campaign that is well-funded by library support organizations and parks and 

Center 50+ support organizations. 
• Taps into three sizable constituencies of livability services for votes and support. 

Disadvantages 
• A larger “ask” than Scenario 1. 

 
 
Scenario 3: A 5-Year $10 Million Local Option Public Safety Levy Passed in May, 2025 That Frees Up General 
Funds to Address Other Shortfalls 
Approximate Tax Rate for Median Homeowner: $1.00 per $1,000 Assessed Valuation 
Approximate Property Tax Increase Per Year/Month for Median Homeowner: $173/$14 
Advantages:  

• Polling may show that a public safety levy would have the greatest chance of passing. 
• A public safety levy could address needs for more community policing capacity, gun violence reduction 

capacity, funding for the new fire station in the bond measure. 
Disadvantages 

• Unclear how much General Fund would be “freed up” and whether it would be sufficient to fund a full 
service library at $5 million, much less other livability services. 

• Difficulty in communicating with voters about exactly what they are buying with their tax increase. 
Some may want all of the $10 million increase for public safety. 

• Could be used as an excuse to not support other, more permanent revenue sources to fund public 
safety (e.g., Operations Fee reform, Business License Fee). 

• Largest “ask” of the three scenarios. 
• Livability services constituencies may resent not being a priority and having to settle for “leftovers.” 
• Support by library support organizations and other support organizations may be lukewarm or 

nonexistent. 
• The Legislature would likely not consider a bill to provide Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) to support 

public safety services in Salem if they knew we were going to vote on a public safety levy in May. 



From: Jim Scheppke
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the Work Session on August 19th
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 2:30:52 PM
Attachments: Let Us VOTE 1.pdf

Dear Mayor and City Council:
As you deliberate on the recommendation of the Revenue Task Force for a Livability Levy,
please consider the 274 Salem citizens of all ages who request that you to let us VOTE to have
a full service library in FY 2026.

Thank you!

Jim Scheppke
jscheppke@comcast.net
503-269-1559

mailto:jscheppke@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net











































































From: stembrij@yahoo.com
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Fw: Livabiliy Levy
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 12:00:13 PM

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "stembrij@yahoo.com" <stembrij@yahoo.com>
To: "City Council" <citycouncil@cityofsalem.net>, "Chris Hoy"
<choy@cityofsalem.net>
Sent: Wed, Aug 7, 2024 at 11:58
Subject: Livabiliy Levy
We are in favor of the Livability Levy!  Please vote 'YES'!.

Jim & Joan Stembridge
1695 Winter SE

46-year residents of Salem and frequent library users.

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer

mailto:stembrij@yahoo.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=NativePlacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_EmailSignatureGrowth_YahooMail:Search,Organize,Conquer&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000945&af_sub5=OrganizeConquer__Static_
https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=NativePlacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_EmailSignatureGrowth_YahooMail:Search,Organize,Conquer&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000945&af_sub5=OrganizeConquer__Static_


From: Juliana Ha
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 1:48:43 PM

Dear Salem City Council, 

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as recommended by the
Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks, and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without new
revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major library in the state.
Our two libraries are open only half the hours that they were open 20 years ago. Many working people in
Salem cannot use the library because it is closed on Sunday and in the evening. We will not have splash
pads for children or programs in Riverfront park in FY 2026 without new revenue. Center 50+ has had to
close two Saturdays a month and raise fees because of budget cutbacks, and it will suffer more cutbacks
without new revenue. 
  
For a very modest increase in property taxes, we could restore our libraries, parks, and Center 50+ to full
service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a Livability Levy election
in May 2025 can be successful and that we can once again have the livability services in Salem that we
deserve.  
  
Thank you for your service, 
  
Juliana Tuong-Van Ha
4255 Trapper Drive NE
Salem, OR 97305

mailto:julianah819@yahoo.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Karen Sjogren
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th work session
Date: Friday, August 9, 2024 5:06:44 PM

I ask that the City Council vote to allow the Livability Levy to be placed on the May 2025
ballot, as recommended by the Revenue Task Force.  As I understand it, this 5 year levy on
property taxes, amounting to about $11 per month on an average value home, would provide
$5 million  for the two libraries, $2 million for parks, and $1 million for the Senior Center.  I
think the levy is quite reasonable and at any rate should be put on the ballot for the voters to
decide.  I was the chief petitioner about 20 years ago for an initiative to create a special district
to fund the two libraries.  The initiative got on the ballot but did not pass.  We are all familiar
with the payroll tax which would have funded these services but failed because it was unfair. 
The City Council should not be dissuaded from putting this levy to a vote simply because
previous measures have failed.  They failed for reasons other than the value city residents put
on the library and parks (I am not familiar with the Senior Center).  (para)  With respect to the
libraries, the present situation is untenable and shameful.  I know from my years of circulating
petitions in front of the main library that it is used quite a bit in the evenings and on Sunday
afternoons, for meetings and events at the adjacent auditorium as well as ordinary library use. 
Many library patrons I saw worked during the day so this was the only time they could come,
bring their families, etc.  Now the concerts and other events are not possible when most people
would be able to attend, for lack of security personnel.  The West Salem branch, largely built
with donations and granted a free lease by Mr. Roth, is only open a few hours a week with no
events and even the landscaping is dying.  And yet voters want another branch library in east
Salem.  (para)  With respect to parks, I have been a Parks seasonal employee and a member of
the Minto Brown patrol for over a decade.  Salem residents love their parks and they are
heavily used.  What is badly needed is an additional Park Ranger or two, making some of our
larger parks safer and therefore more readily used.  Volunteers help greatly with upkeep but
there still need to be paid maintenance people to a greater degree than there are now.  With
more people living in apartments, clean, safe parks are a necessary component of making
Salem livable.(pars)  I am not familiar with the Senior Center but it is a nice facility and
obviously important given Salem's large senior population.  I leave it to others to comment on
its value.  (para)  This concludes my comments.  Please acknowledge receipt thereof.

mailto:sjogrenkaren2@gmail.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Laura B. Stein
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 3:45:45 PM

Dear Salem City Council: 

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as
recommended by the Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without
new revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major
library in the state. Our two libraries are open only half the hours that they were open 20 years
ago. 

Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because it is closed on Sunday and in
the evening. We will not have splash pads for children or programs in Riverfront park in FY
2026 without new revenue. 

Center 50+ had to close two Saturdays a month and raise fees because of budget cutbacks and
it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue. 
  
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center
50+ to full service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a
Livability Levy election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can once again have the
livability services in Salem that we deserve.  
  
Thank you for your service, 
  
Laura Stein, 2620 Crestview Dr S, Salem 97302

mailto:laurabstein@gmail.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Mary Ginnane
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 9:29:26 AM

Good morning Salem City Council Members,
The work of the Revenue Task Force resulting in a recommendation for a
liveability levy in 2025 strikes me, a Salem resident and taxpayer, as a sound
idea. As a library user the juxtaposition of the terrifically remodeled and safe
Main Library and the 2023-2024 curtailment of hours and services is head-
shaking. No evening hours? Only one weekend day to access materials? Very
disappointing for a capital city. Across the river in West Salem library branch
hours are so limited that the residents (and those in East Salem) must travel
downtown for full-service access. There are visible inequity issues with the
current library situation even with the availability of digital access to extend
some services. 

I know Salem's parks and Center 50+ have experienced cutbacks in the same
time period that impact families and seniors. The Revenue Task Force's solution
is smart: for a modest increase in property taxes libraries, parks and Center 50+
could be restored to full service operations once again. I would welcome the
chance to vote to support a liveability levy to regain and sustain library, parks,
and senior services. I encourage you to proceed with this recommendation.

Thank you for all you do.

Respectfully,
Mary Ginnane
5141 Zosel Ave. S., Salem, 97306

mailto:ginn2mary@outlook.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
mailto:citycouncil@cityofsalem.net


From: Mark wigg
To: citycouncil; CityRecorder
Subject: livability bond
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 3:56:19 PM

Dear Mayor and Councilors,
Livability includes safety. A livability bond should include a couple million dedicated to
implementing the measures needed to reduce gun violence, gangs, and graffiti.  We have tried
to pass stadn-alone library and park bonds several times and they failed. Broaden the Livability
Bond to include specific efforts to reduce violent crime and we may have enough supporters
to pass it.

Grateful for your service,

Mark Wigg

mailto:mark_wigg@hotmail.com
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From: Nancy Layton
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 3:35:42 PM

Dear Salem City Council Members: 

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as recommended by
the Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without new
revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library
because it is closed on Sunday and in the evening. The same is true of families whose children are in
school and have limited time access as the library hours currently stand. 

As a Friends of the Salem Public Library volunteer and Board Member, every time I work in the
Friends Bookstore I see the joy on the faces of the children as they come into the library on those
Saturdays and how many of them are walking with their faces already focused on one of their
precious books as they leave.

I became a writer and publisher of books in great part because I had access to a wonderful public
library in my hometown of Mason City, Iowa. Those Saturdays Mom took me and my brothers to
check out books to read were special and certainly made me a better reader over the years. I still
remember my favorite book series, Carbonal, King of Cats, and all the adventures the young boy in
those stories had.

Libraries are essential to the health and wellbeing of a village, town, or city. The
other programs addressed by this proposed measure are very important, as well.
But, I consider providing full access for our citizens to a fully staffed and funded
Public Library an absolute  necessity and  would continue to speak in favor of this
city measure right through the voting process if given the ability to do so. 

For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center 50+ to
full service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a Livability Levy
election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can once again have the livability services in Salem
that we deserve.  
  
Thank you for your service to an important Oregon city I've come to love,

Nancy Layton

Registered Voter, living in SE Salem since March, 2022. 

Email: nancy.layton5@gmail.com

mailto:nancy.layton5@gmail.com
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mailto:nancy.layton5@gmail.com


From: Rainbow Olmstead
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 3:42:00 PM

Dear Salem City Council:

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as recommended by the Revenue
Task Force. 

The library is very important to me. I am a housebound disabled person. I was very grateful for the library’s monthly
home delivery service until it was discontinued, and I would be interested again if it’s reinstated. If my health
improves, I hope to be able to physically visit the library someday, and it would be important that the library is open
often so that some of my “good days” (more like “good chunks of a few hours”, really) might coincide with the
library being open. I am also excited about maybe someday attending one of the craft meetings I’ve heard happen at
the library. And obviously I want my fellow community members, including people who are working during the
library’s current open schedule, to have access to the library as well! Of course all of this requires funding.

I hope you will listen to us and allow us to vote for this tax.

Thank you very much!

Rainbow Olmstead (they/them)

mailto:rainbowolmstead@gmail.com
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
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From: Bob & Ruth
To: CityRecorder; citycouncil
Subject: Livability Levy
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 1:49:30 PM

Dear Salem City Council:

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a
“Livability Levy” as recommended by the Revenue Task Force.

Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering
further cutbacks without new revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable.
We already have the worst funded major library in the state. Our two
libraries are open only half the hours that they were open 20 years ago.
Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because it is closed
on Sunday and in the evening. We will not have splash pads for children
or programs in Riverfront park in FY 2026 without new revenue. Center
50+ has has to close two Saturdays and month and raise fees because of
budget cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue.

For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our
libraries, parks and Center 50+ to full service operations once again.
Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a Livability Levy
election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can once again have the
livability services in Salem that we deserve.

Thank you for your service,

Ruth Schellbach
1720 Yew St SE, Salem

mailto:harbach@comcast.net
mailto:CityRecorder@cityofsalem.net
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From: Shade Montague
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 12:20:33 PM

Dear Salem City Council: 

I write to ask you to let us vote in the May 2025 election on a “Livability Levy” as
recommended by the Revenue Task Force.  
  
Our library, parks and Center 50+ are in serious jeopardy of suffering further cutbacks without
new revenue in FY 2026. This is unacceptable. We already have the worst funded major
library in the state. Our two libraries are open only half the hours that they were open 20 years
ago. Many working people in Salem cannot use the library because it is closed on Sunday and
in the evening. We will not have splash pads for children or programs in Riverfront park in FY
2026 without new revenue. Center 50+ has had to close two Saturdays a month and raise fees
because of budget cutbacks and it will suffer more cutbacks without new revenue.
  
For a very modest increase in property taxes we could restore our libraries, parks and Center
50+ to full service operations once again. Please let us vote to do this. I am confident that a
Livability Levy election in May 2025 can be successful, and we can once again have the
livability services in Salem that we deserve.
  
Thank you for your service,
  
Shade Montague

mailto:montague.shade@gmail.com
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From: Virginia Green
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: Testimony for the August 19th Work Session
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:30:41 AM

Dear Salem City Council:

Congratulations to everyone who has so carefully considered the Livability Levy as recommended by the Revenue
Task Force!
I am so thankful to the group who constructed this valuable city plan and to the council who will give it its earnest
consideration.
This will certainly be money well spent for the benefit of all Salem residents, no matter where they are located, or
their age, or social needs. So often we take the benefits of community life, or allow them to slip away, without
notice. Here we have an example of true thoughtful planning
All three of these community assets touch lives: library services that are vital to family and community cultural
enrichment, the parks that provide places that remind us of the natural beauty of our city, and a wonderful site for
senior citizens to share their experiences and make new friends as the years pass.
Yes, everyone who lives in Salem deserves the enhanced services and pleasures this Levy will provide.
Thank you for recognizing its value.
Virginia Green
1601 Water St., NE
Salem, OR 97301
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