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Peter Meyer 

330 Allen Street 

Hudson NY 12534 

pbmeyer@verizon.net 

518.929.6505 

 

 

 

January 3, 2022 

 

 

 

City of Salem Planning Division 

555 Liberty Street SE 

Room 305  

Salem, OR 97301 

ATTN: Aaron Panko, Planner III 

Via email:  APanko@cityofsalem.net 

Cc: LMAnderson@cityofsalem.net 

 

RE: Subdivision Case No. SUB21-09 – Documents for the City Council 

 

Dear Mr. Panko,  

 

At Ms. Anderson-Ogilvie’s suggestion last Thursday, I’m sending you a bakers dozen of documents 

related to the above case that I will probably refer to during my testimony before the Council on January 

10.   

 

Because some of these docs are fairly large I have put them all in a Google Docs folder and given you 

and Ms. Anderson-Ogilvie commenter access (linked here). I hope that will give you an opportunity to 

move them to your system for distribution to the City Council.  

 

 

Below is a quick index and short summary of the documents in that folder:  

 

Exh 1 Peter Meyer bio 

Exh 2a S-J Front page 10-3-21 

Exh 2b S-J front page 10-3-21 text 

Exh 3 HarpersMagazine-1979-01-0076790 

Exh 3a HAM Trust Document 

Exh 4 THM Option 3 Proposal and vote 

Exh 5 HAM Trust Document 

Exh 6  Meyer Urban Farm - Update and Next Steps 

Exh 7 15-day notice  2019-05-28 Ltr to Beneficiaries 

Exh 8 PBM Petition for Instructions Regarding Trustee Negligence 

Exh 9 Meyer Family Farm Preliminary Elements Business Plan 

mailto:pbmeyer@verizon.net
http://APanko@cityofsalem.net
http://LMAnderson@cityofsalem.net
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/177ZWo3BhocPs10O_QHZScKTwuqh3o0FX?usp=sharing
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Exh 10  Surveymonkey Poll 

Exh 11 John Santana 2-26-21 on behalf of 23 descendants 

Exh 12 Kehoe PSA 8-5-20 Excerpt 13.2 

Exh 13 Transcript of Hearing removing co-Trustees 

Exh 14 HAM Trust Forensic Accounting Report EXCERPT 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Peter Meyer 
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A U T H O R

Peter Meyer

Peter Meyer is a former News Editor of Life magazine and

the author of numerous nonfiction books, including the

critically acclaimed The Yale Murder (Empire Books, 1982;

Berkley Books, 1983) and Death of Innocence (G.P.

Putnam’s Sons, 1985; Berkley Books, 1986). Over the

course of his three-decade journalism career Meyer, who

holds a masters degree in history from the University of

Chicago, has touched down in cities around the globe,

from Bennington to Baghdad, and has written hundreds

of stories, on subjects as varied as anti-terrorist training

for American ambassadors to the history of the 1040

income tax form. His work has appeared in such

publications as Harper's, Vanity Fair, National Geographic,

New York, Life, Time and People. Since 1991 Meyer has

focused his attentions on education reform in the United

States, an interest joined while writing a profile of

education reformer E.D. Hirsch for Life. Meyer

subsequently helped found a charter school, served on his

local Board of Education (twice) and, for the last eight

years, has been an editor at Education Next. His articles

for the journal include “The Early Education of our Next

President” (Fall 2008), “New York City’s Education Battles:

The mayor, the schools, and the `rinky-dink candy store’”

(Spring 2008), “Learning Separately: The case for single-

sex schools” (Winter 2008), and “Can Catholic Schools Be

Saved?” (Spring 2007). Meyer also writes and edits, mostly

on education, for the American Enterprise Institute, the

Manhattan Institute, and the Thomas B. Fordham

Foundation, where he is a Senior Visiting Fellow.

Published Articles & Media


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N E W S

New York City’s Small-Schools Revolution

Breaking up large high schools improved graduation rates

By Peter Meyer

N E W S
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Uncommon Success

A conversation with Brett Peiser

By Peter Meyer

G O V E R N A N C E  A N D  L E A D E R S H I P

Will Mayor de Blasio Turn Back the School Reform
Clock?

New York City’s charters and small high schools at risk

By Peter Meyer

https://www.educationnext.org/uncommon-success/
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N E W S

Education Activist Pursues an Ambitious Agenda

A conversation with Laura Bush

By Peter Meyer
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Newark’s Superintendent Rolls Up Her Sleeves and
Gets to Work

A conversation with Cami Anderson

By Peter Meyer

N E W S

Advice for Education Reformers: Be Bold!

A conversation with Jeb Bush

By Peter Meyer
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N E W S

Taking on New Jersey

A conversation with Chris Cerf

By Peter Meyer

N E W S
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“Hedge-Fund Guy” Emails Support to School
Reformers

A conversation with Whitney Tilson

By Peter Meyer

B L O G

Steve Brill’s Diane Ravitch Moment

It’s hard to tell whether Joe Nocera’s op-ed essay in the New York Times last week,

“Teaching With The Enemy,” is wonderfully nuanced or just silly. That’s surely what some

education observers might wonder about the notion that Randi Weingarten, former

head of New York City’s teacher union and current head of the American Federation of

Teachers, should be chancellor of New York City schools.

By Peter Meyer
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The New Superintendent of Schools for New Orleans

A conversation with John White

By Peter Meyer
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NEWS

Future of historic SE Salem Meyer
Farm hinges on trust dispute,
subdivision proposal
Capi Lynn Salem Statesman Journal
Published 6:00 a.m. PT Oct. 3, 2021

Floyd Roe appreciates the park-like view across the street from his home in
southeast Salem.

He's lived in the neighborhood for more than five decades, first in the old Hilfiker
farmhouse and then in the house he built next door in 1981.

He knew Henry Meyer, the man who once owned the pastoral property most known
today as the Meyer Farm.

The panorama is picturesque from Roe's driveway, from the oak conifer forest in
the northwest corner shading a seasonal creek, through the expansive open field, to
a grove of historic Oregon white oaks to the east.

"This, I thought, was the legacy for Henry, what he wanted," Roe said. "I think he
envisioned a park with trees, kind of like Bush or Minto. That vision was passed on,
at least he thought so."

Descendants of Henry Meyer have been fighting over the future of the farm for
more than two years, split on whether to sell the land or maintain their father and
grandfather's legacy for future generations.

https://www.statesmanjournal.com/
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/news/
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/staff/4406840002/capi-lynn/
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"I don't know which side will win," Roe said. "We'll probably be the losers — the
people that live around here."

Fellow neighbors treasure the wooded oasis near 12th Street and Hilfiker Lane,
which is just a couple blocks from the hustle and bustle of Commercial Street SE.
Many of them hoped it would someday become a public park they could walk or
bike through, not just appreciate from afar or alongside the fenced perimeter.

Now they worry it will never happen.

In addition to the ongoing family trust dispute in Marion County Circuit Court, a
Portland developer has filed a subdivision plan with the city for the nearly 30-acre
site.

Who was Henry Meyer?

Henry Meyer, no relation to Fred Meyer who founded the chain of Oregon-based
stores, was born in Idaho and moved to Mount Angel at around age 10. His family
later moved to Salem, where he graduated from high school in 1933.

He attended Northwestern College of Law, married Marian Williams in 1941, and
served in the Army during World War II.

The Statesman Journal reported in April 1943 that Lt. Meyer was with forces three
months earlier in Africa, accompanying President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Prime
Minister Winston Churchill when they met to discuss Allied strategy at the
Casablanca Conference.

Henry retired as a major in 1944 and a few years later, purchased the farm in south
Salem and became manager of Schatz Furniture store downtown.

He eventually established Henry Meyer Furniture and Interiors and became a well-
known interior designer whose clients were some of Salem's most notable residents,
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including Gov. Mark Hatfield. For years, Henry had space on the third floor of
Miller's Department Store, which once occupied the Reed Opera House.

The farm, back then, had filbert and walnut orchards and was surrounded by other
farms and orchards. Henry and Marian raised their six children there, all while
working to improve and preserve the farm. They cultivated filberts, walnuts, hay
and Christmas trees. They raised horses, sheep, chickens and llamas.

This man's travel secret during COVID-19: Walk every street in Salem

They also hosted many parties and events in the 1950s through 1970s and were
regulars in the local society pages, their place often referred to as a country estate.

Marian hosted teas, luncheons and benefits. She and Henry both helped establish
Salem's symphony and were founding members of Queen of Peace Catholic Church
and Illahe Country Club.

In 1976, two of their children launched a new business venture on their property,
the Glass Barn. It was an interior plantscaping business.

Marian died two years later and in 1979, Henry established the Henry A. Meyer
Revocable Living Trust.

Dispute lands in the courtroom

The trust was supposed to be dissolved 20 years after his death — Henry died May
30, 2000, at the age of 84 — but began to unravel before then.

At the time, it was managed primarily by Tim Meyer, one of the sons, an
international banker and co-owner of Salem-based Kettle Chips. He was a co-
trustee helping plan for the dissolution in 2018, outlining options that included
transferring the farm and trust assets to a family-owned LLC, according to one
sibling.

https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2021/09/12/salem-chemeketa-community-college-professor-ed-lazzara-spends-pandemic-walking-every-street/8266286002/
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Most of the siblings served as a co-trustee at one time or another.

Tim died in April of that year before he could implement any plan, and successor
trustees allegedly made plans to sell the farm without consulting all siblings.

Peter Meyer, another son of Henry's who lives in New York, filed a petition in
August 2019 in Marion County Circuit Court alleging the successor trustees abused
their discretionary authority and engaged in "reckless misconduct" and "willful
wrongdoing" in violation of the trust. The petition asked that they be removed and
cease and desist all activities to sell the property.

Exhibits filed with the court include a redacted July 2019 letter of intent for the
purchase and sale of the farm for a projected 240-unit single-family development
for $5.75 million.

Multiple objections, counterclaims and cross petitions have been made in court
since.

The court removed the trustees, with no finding of fault or liability, and named a
new successor trustee in late 2020, an attorney not related to the family. Up until
that point, the trust had been managed by descendants of Henry.

The court also ordered a forensic accounting of the trust to determine the extent of
debt. Assets on the property include the greenhouse structures where the Glass
Barn once operated and the farmhouse, which was used as a vacation rental in
recent years.

The next scheduled court proceeding in the trust case is a status check hearing
Monday, Oct. 4.

Growth engulfs unique property

At the heart of the case is a historic property that was part of the original Donation
Land Claim of Oregon Trail pioneer Joseph Waldo, whose homestead was
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surrounded by other claimants with the last names Pringle, Reed and Minto.

Nearly a century after Waldo settled the property, Henry and Marian Meyer
purchased their farm, which included a 1915 two-story farmhouse, an 1854 barn
then filled with hay and farming gear, a mixture of fields and pasture, seasonal
wetlands and a diverse tree canopy including now-protected Oregon white oaks.

Meyer Farm hasn't been an active farm for several years. No longer do the couple's
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren run through the oak grove,
swing from the 143-year-old black walnut tree, ride horses, cultivate crops or pick
fruits and berries.

But despite the property being engulfed by growth and development, it remains one
of Salem's unique urban spaces and is a habitat for wildlife such as deer, coyotes,
skunks, rabbits and,according to Salem Audubon Society, at least 14 different bird
species.

"It's a special property beloved by the community. It’s not just like another piece of
property," Geoffrey James, who lives within walking distance of Meyer Farm, said.
"It's a huge amenity in our neighborhood.”

James is a local architect and planner and a board member for the neighborhood
association, which supports the preservation of the farm. So does the Friends of The
Meyer Farm Facebook Group, which James and Helen Caswell oversee.

The private group was created in April 2021, "determined to save this historically
significant and beautiful SE Salem urban farm." As of Friday afternoon, the
group had grown to 112 members.

"This land is right near where the city has stated it needs a 75-acre urban park, and
it's ideally suited — with its trees, wildlife, open spaces, oak groves — for a
park,” Caswell wrote in an email to the Statesman Journal. "It has the qualities
Salem people value, with room for extensive trails, parkland, playing fields,
picnicking with views of the Cascades, and so forth.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/956317045129390
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"When this singular property is covered with housing, all that public value is lost."

The Morningside neighborhood has been identified in the city's parks master plan
as needing more park space. The neighborhood association has had past
conversations with city staff about Meyer Farm's park potential, and others have
been touting it, too.

"This is a wonderful opportunity for Salem," Mark Wigg, vice president of the
Northwest Land Conservation Trust, said. "I hope they don't miss it."

City parks officials, however, believe Fairview Park, a new 27-acre community park
located in the Sustainable Fairview development to the east across Battle Creek
Road SE, fulfills the need for not just Morningside but multiple neighborhoods.

The city acquired that property in 2017 and has made initial street improvements in
the area, with further development anticipated in the next five years. Significant
trees, including a grove of Douglas fir and century-old Oregon white oak, have been
incorporated in the park design.

Closer to the farm is Hilfiker Park, a five-acre neighborhood park at the end of
Hilfiker Lane the city purchased the property for in 2003. While still described as
undeveloped, the city in cooperation with the neighborhood association has
completed initial enhancements to the park, including a 1,750-foot-long, unpaved
pedestrian trail. 

Rob Romanek, parks planner in the Public Works department, said the city is
looking elsewhere for a larger urban park location that could attract people from
outside to major events. He said Meyer Farm doesn't make sense because of its
location in the middle of a community.

While Romanek said the city doesn't have plans to acquire any portion of the Meyer
Farm — which has a market value of more than $1.4 million for 29.68 acres and
multiple structures — it's keeping an eye on the portion that includes the oak grove.

https://www.cityofsalem.net/Pages/hilfiker-park.aspx
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"It would be nice if we could possibly someday preserve some of those oak trees,"
Romanek said.

Acquiring that portion could also enable the city to connect trails with Hilfiker Park.

Subdivision plans are filed

The oak trees, protected by city code, are sure to be a factor in any decisions made
about the property.

A proposal to turn the farm into a 138-lot, single-family residential subdivision
was filed last month with the city by a Portland real estate developer, and the public
comment is closed.

Salem Planning Administrator Lisa Anderson-Ogilvie said it's rare for a subdivision
plan to be filed when ownership of the property may be in question, whether it be
because of litigation or another reason. She said the city did ask for confirmation of
ownership of the Meyer Farm property and who has the right to submit the
application. The city was satisfied with documentation provided by the applicant at
this point.

David L. Carlson, attorney for the current successor trustee, signed to authorize the
filing of the subdivision application. He said neither he nor the successor trustee
could comment because of pending litigation.

As of 1 p.m. Friday, four hours before the deadline, the city had received 61
comments in response to the proposal, including testimony from the Morningside
and South Gateway neighborhood associations.

"These seem to be the type of subdivisions that are most painful for adjacent
owners," Anderson-Ogilvie said.

The subdivision plan calls for the removal of hundreds of trees, although the
number to be preserved would surpass the city code of at least 25% designated for



10/3/21, 9:32 AM Trust dispute, subdivision proposal hover over historic Meyer Farm

https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2021/10/03/salem-trust-dispute-subdivision-proposal-neighbors-park-historic-meyer-farm-morningsi… 8/8

preservation. So far, there has been a discrepancy about the number of trees on site
— ranging from 651 to 817 — but the city said the applicant is working to clarify the
inventory.

More: Subdivision, tree removal proposed for historic 30-acre Meyer Farm

City staff will consider written comments received while analyzing the application
and reviewing criteria such as water, sewer, lot and tree layout.

Anderson-Ogilvie said she expects a decision to be issued by the end of October,
followed by a 14-day appeal period. The applicant, affected neighborhood
associations, or anyone who provided written comments or received mailed notice
of the decision can appeal.

James said Morningside Neighborhood Association wouldn't likely appeal, but the
Friends of The Meyer Farm might. The City Council also could choose to review the
application whether or not an appeal is filed.

Residents near and beyond are watching the process closely, anticipating it will be
months, perhaps even years, before anything is settled or the property is developed.

Neighbors like Roe continue to cling to hope that Meyer Farm will one day be
designated public open space instead of a subdivision.

He doesn't want to live here if his view goes away, many of the trees are removed,
and the land is sliced into residential lots.

"I was hoping I would die here," he said. "Now, maybe not."

Capi Lynn is the Statesman Journal’s news columnist. Her column taps into the
heart of this community — its people, history and issues. Contact her at
clynn@StatesmanJournal.com or 503-399-6710, or follow her on Twitter
@CapiLynn and Facebook @CapiLynnSJ.

https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/2021/09/29/subdivision-proposed-historic-meyer-farm-southeast-salem/5887881001/

