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CITY OF SALEM

Staff Report

555 Liberty St SE
Salem, OR 97301

File #: 19-172 Date: 4/8/2019
Version: 1 Item #: 5.a.

TO: Mayor and City Council

FROM: Councilor Tom Andersen, Ward 2

SUBJECT:

Motion from Councilor Kaser (Ward 1), Councilor Tom Andersen (Ward 2), and Councilor Chris Hoy
(Ward 6) to save the Salem Peace Mosaic

Ward(s): Ward 1
Councilor(s): Kaser
Neighborhood(s):  CANDO
Result Area: Welcoming and Livable Community

MOTION:

We move that the City Council support saving the Salem Peace Mosaic. We further move that Council
direct the City Manager to draft a letter indicating Council’s support and that he propose an amount
not to exceed $15,000 in the City’s FY 2020 budget to assist the citizen-led fundraising efforts to
save the Salem Peace Mosaic.

DISCUSSION:

The Salem Peace Mosaic was installed in 2011 on the frontage of the YMCA building on the corner of
Court Street NE and Cottage Street NE and is part of the City’s public art collection in downtown.
Creating the mosaic involved a collaboration of artists and residents, and it is a beautiful
representation of the values of our community. The YMCA has announced plans to redevelop the
property, which will result in the loss of the mosaic. The artist and a group of residents are working
to save the mosaic by having it moved to different location. The initial cost estimate to save the
mosaic is $250,000. It is our understanding that while the YMCA supports saving the mosaic, the
organization does not have the funding required to save it.

The group working to save the mosaic is actively raising funds and has reached out to a number of
organizations, as well as the Mayor and several City Councilors. The Mayor expressed his support for
the project in a letter dated February 25, 2019, which is attached.
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Attachment:
Letter from Salem Mayor supporting preservation of the Salem Peace Mosaic, dated February
15, 2019
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Amy Johnson

From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of carolynstockbruce@gmail.com
Sent: Friday, April 05, 2019 8:07 AM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Contact City Council
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your Name Carolyn Albrecht Stock  

Your Email carolynstockbruce@gmail.com 

Your Phone 5033716109 

Street 3911 Seneca Ave. SE 

City Salem  

State OR 

Zip 97302 

Message Please support the Salem Peace Mosaic. Thank you.
 
This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 4/5/2019. 
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Amy Johnson

From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of lauriedougherty@gmail.com
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2019 8:22 AM
To: citycouncil
Subject: Contact City Council
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your 
Name 

Laurie Dougherty 

Your 
Email 

lauriedougherty@gmail.com 

Your 
Phone 

6175040016 

Street 462 20th St. SE 

City Salem 

State OR 

Zip 97301 

Message 

Please support saving the Peace Mosaic now situated on the YMCA building. This is an important, 
beautiful and meaningful cultural part of Salem. I am out of town and unable to attend tonight's City 
Council meeting. I hope you will do what you can to preserve this artwork created by many people 
to signify the root meaning of our city's name. Thank you, Laurie Dougherty Ward 2 

 
This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 4/8/2019. 
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Amy Johnson

From: Save the Salem Peace Mosaic <savethesalempeacemosaic@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 08, 2019 2:24 PM
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Salem Peace Mosaic, Comments from the Community for City Council
Attachments: Salem Peace Mosaic_Comments from Our Community.pdf

These are a few of the over 500 comments from the public about preserving the Salem Peace Mosaic, a public 
artwork that over 600 people helped to create for the City of Salem. 
 
Thank you for including this in the record. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Lynn Takata 
Salem Peace Mosaic 
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