
City Council

CITY OF SALEM

Written Testimony

555 Liberty St SE

Salem, OR 97301

Council Chambers6:00 PMMonday, July 9, 2018

Motion from Councilor Tom Andersen to adopt resolution no. 2018-73, 

concerning the zero tolerance policy at the border.  

Ward(s): All Wards     

Councilor(s): All Councilors     

Neighborhood(s):  All Neighborhoods

18-3265.a.

RESOLUTION NO 2018-73

Written Testimony

Attachments:

Add- Written Testimony.

Page 1 CITY OF SALEM Printed on 7/9/2018

http://salem.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=2863
http://salem.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f80f8c43-e1f8-48e3-b54a-9180dddb7c7c.docx
http://salem.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c1c0b3f2-6788-4bd2-9f2e-0ce9be9605e6.pdf


Page 

Break 



Statement to the Salem City Council in support of Tom Andersen’s resolution 

 

My name is Thomas Ellis; I am a resident of Salem and an American citizen. I am speaking in enthusiastic 

support of Tom Andersen’s resolution condemning the Trump regime’s heinous “Zero Tolerance” policy 

and affirming our support for immigrants…especially since nearly all of us here tonight are descended 

from immigrants. 

We just celebrated the Fourth of July, which commemorates another resolution—the Declaration of 

Independence—which articulates the shared values that define us as Americans. So in support of 

Councilor Andersen’s resolution, I would like to read a brief excerpt from that iconic document: 

“We hold these truths to be self‐evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”   

Note that he said “all men”—not simply “all Americans.”  But let’s cut to the quick: 

“…when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right—it is their duty—to throw off such government, 

and to establish new guards for their future security.” 

Such has been the patient sufferance of immigrants and minorities since January, 2017—and such is 

now the necessity that constrains us, as a community, to register our shared rejection of these 

profoundly unamerican policies of cruelty and intolerance. 

Thank you. 
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