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Thank you for your shared interest in the Crime in Salem: Exploring the Trends 2025 report  for the city of Salem, Oregon. Analyzing crime data and 
historical trends is essential for understanding the types of crime reported in the community. Moreover, taking a long-term view serves to identify trends over 
time and helps to distinguish between short-term fluctuations and prolonged patterns. 

The report begins with an overview of the crime categories and data sources, summarizes key findings for 2025, and then presents the 15-year review of 
crime. The Salem Police Department produces the report annually, making it available to the public on the Salem Police Transparency Portal. 

Categories 

Violent crime statistics include aggravated assault, homicide, rape, and robbery. Property crime statistics include arson, burglary, larceny (all), and motor 
vehicle theft. 

Data Sources, Crime Counts & Calculations 

Crime statistics for Salem are compiled using the department’s records management system, following the standards set by the FBI Uniform Crime Reporting 
(UCR) Program. Counts for crimes against persons, such as aggravated assault, homicide, rape, are based on the number of victims of the crime. Motor 
vehicle theft counts are derived from the number of reported stolen vehicles, while property crimes are counted by the number of incidents. 

State and nationwide crime counts are sourced from the FBI Crime Data Explorer. 

Population data is obtained from the Portland State University Research Center, which is used to calculate crime rates  per 100,000 residents. This approach 
enables accurate year-to-year comparisons and accounts for population growth. 

The graphs included in this document display both actual numbers and rates per 100,000 population, alongside a linear trend line for context. 1 

http://www.yoursalempd.com/
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr
https://www.pdx.edu/population-research/
https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/webapp/#/pages/home
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr


Key Findings for 2025 
Salem Sees a Decline Across Several Crime Categories in 2025 

Review of the Three-year Average 

A Three-year Downward Trend 
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In 2025, crime across all major categories decreased by 17.3% compared to 2024. The primary contributors to this downward trend were 
reductions in larceny, motor vehicle theft, burglary, and aggravated assault. 

Violent crime also saw a significant decline, falling by 20.2%, which translates to 194 fewer reported 
incidents. Aggravated assaults experienced the largest decrease, dropping by 23.8%, or 171 fewer 
crimes. Additionally, four homicides occurred in Salem last year, marking a substantial decrease of 
55.6% from the nine murders in 2024. 

Violent crime decreased by 14.6%, equating to 131 fewer 
incidents. The most significant drop occurred in aggravated 
assault, which fell by 16.1%, or 106 crimes. Homicide also saw a 
notable reduction, dropping by 50% over this time period. Rape, 
however, was the only category that exceeded the three-year 
average, up 8.9%, or five crimes above the average. 

Property crime decreased by 16.7%, resulting in 920 fewer incidents since 2024. The most notable decline was 
in larceny, which experienced a reduction of 11.9%, accounting for 467 fewer crimes. Motor vehicle theft decreased 
by 31.5%, leading to 226 fewer incidents. Burglary declined by 25.2%, resulting in 190 fewer occurrences. 

Property crime experienced an overall decrease of 28.0%, translating 
to 1,776 fewer victims. Larceny was the primary contributor to this 
decline, with a 24.2% decrease, resulting in 1,103 fewer reported crimes. 
Lastly, motor vehicle theft saw a substantial drop of 48.2% (457 fewer cars stolen), while burglary decreased by 22.6%, or 164 fewer incidents. 

The chart at right provides a three-year view of 

time frame for the department's first strategic plan. The triennial 
framework provides guidance and focus for serving our 
community, using data to inform decisions, apply limited 
resources, and make effective impacts toward improved safety. 

the data, covering years 2022 to 2024, which aligns with the 

Of the four murders investigated by 
the Violent Crimes Unit in 2025, all 

four cases were successfully solved. 
The unit has maintained a

 100% homicide clearance rate 
for the last three years. 

Comparatively, the homicide clearance 
rate in the United States is 61.2%, 

according to the FBI Criminal Justice 
Information Services. 

*The overall crime data set comprises the traditional UCR Part 1 crime categories only. 

* 

Overall Crime. In comparison to average crime counts reported 
from 2022 to 2024, crime decreased in 2025 across every major 
crime category by 26.3%. Notable decreases in larceny, motor 
vehicle theft, burglary, and aggravated assault contributed greatly 
to this downward trend. 

https://www.cityofsalem.net/home/showpublisheddocument/15716/637908033107470000
https://www.cityofsalem.net/community/safety/police/building-trust-with-the-community/salem-police-strategic-plan
https://www.cityofsalem.net/community/safety/police/building-trust-with-the-community/salem-police-strategic-plan


Crime Count 

CRIME IN SALEM: EXPLORING THE DATA 2025 



State and nationwide offenses from 2011 through 2024 are shown, as data for 2025 have not been released by the time of this report's publication (February 6, 2026). 

*2015 Oregon UCR data is incomplete due to missing data from several of the most populous cities. 

The NIBRS (National Incident-based Reporting System) offenses included in these counts are aggravated assault, arson, burglary, homicide, rape, robbery, and motor vehicles. 

*2021 Nationwide UCR data is incomplete due to the transition to NIBRS reporting. 4 

Total NIBRS Offenses by Year 
STATE & NATIONAL DATA 
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Total NIBRS Offenses by Year 
CITY OF SALEM DATA 
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The NIBRS Offenses included in these counts are aggravated assault, arson, burglary, homicide, rape, robbery, and motor vehicles. 



*2015 Oregon UCR data is incomplete due to missing data from several of the most populous cities. *2021 Nationwide UCR data is incomplete due to the transition to NIBRS reporting. 6 

STATE & NATIONAL DATA
Violent Crime Count

State and nationwide offenses from 2011 through 2024 are shown, as data for 2025 have not been released by the time of this report's publication (February 6, 2026). 
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2025 violent crime counts were 
11.4% higher than the 15-year 
average (687.5). 

2025 violent crime counts were 
45.6% higher than in 2011. 
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Violent Crime Count by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA

SALEM POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CRIME IN SALEM: EXPLORING THE TRENDS 2025



8 

Violent Crime Count by Category
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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2025 homicide counts were 27.7% lower 
than the 15-year average (5.5). 

Although there were five fewer homicides in 
2025 than in the year prior, the homicide 
count was 33.3% higher than in 2011. 
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Homicide Count by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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*2015 Oregon UCR data is incomplete due to missing data from several of the most populous cities. *2021 Nationwide UCR data is incomplete due to the transition to NIBRS reporting. 10 
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STATE & NATIONAL DATA
Property Crime Count

State and nationwide offenses from 2011 through 2024 are shown, as data for 2025 have not been released by the time of this report's publication (February 6, 2026). 



The 2025 property crime counts 
were 32.4% lower than the 15-year 
average (6,771.7). 

The 2025 property crime counts 
were 25.6% lower than in 2011. 
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Property Crime Count by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Property Crime Count by Category
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Crime Rate
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NIBRS Offense Rate by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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The violet crime rate in 2025 was 
4.4% higher than the 15-year 
average (407.6). 

The violent crime rate in 2025 was 
26.0% higher than in 2011. 
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Violent Crime Rate by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Violent Crime Rate by Category
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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The 2025 homicide rate was 32.7% lower 
than the 15-year average (3.3). 

The 2025 homicide rate was 
15.4% higher than in 2011. 
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Homicide Rate by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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The property crime rate in 2025 
was 37.1% lower than the 15-year 
average (4,043.9). 

The property crime rate in 2025 
was 35.6% lower than in 2011. 
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Property Crime Rate by Year
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Property Crime Rate by Category
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Appendix
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Violent Crime Counts
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Violent Crime Rates
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Property Crime Counts
CITY OF SALEM DATA
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Property Crime Rates


