
Salem Public Art 
Commission 
(SPAC)

SRC 15.001

The Council recognizes that visual arts 

contribute to and provide experiences that enrich 

and better the social and physical environment 

of the community, and desires to foster an 

advancement of the visual arts within the City.

Carnival by Eileen Cotter Howell



Library
Foundation
Donation

42 existing works of art have been 
absorbed into the City of Salem’s 
Public Art Collection on display 
at the Library.

Mother’s Quilt by Kristin Kuhns



Civic Center 
Art 
Re-Location

Works have been relocated to 
the Library, Loucks Auditorium, 
and temporary storage during 
renovations. 



Civic Center  
Acquisition of  
Public Art

½ Percent for Art 

SPAC plays a key role selecting new 
public art for this historic structure 
and source of civic pride.



Downtown &
West Salem
Proposed Sites
Downtown Urban Renewal
• SE Corner of Commercial & Chemeketa (Firestone)
• SE Corner of Commercial & Court (Olivia’s)

West Salem Urban Renewal
• NW Corner of 2nd & Patterson 

(1 block from Edgewater)

The RFQ is in process.



Repairs
Restorations

Black Discs

By William Roy

Located at the Civic Center 

“Mirror Pond” 

The sculpture was donated to the City of Salem in 1972 by Britta Lion Franz and Martin Franz the former 
Salem Art Commission chairman and owner of LaPointes store. 



Eco Earth 
Globe Repair
& Restoration

Salem City Landmark

Our largest piece of Public Art is  
deteriorating and requires an influx 
of more funds than the 400K 
currently raised by the Salem Parks 
Foundation to restore. 



Murals

311 Silverton Road NE

Commissioned by Ray’s Produce, 
a retail hub in the local community, 
reflecting grocery items common 
to Latin-American households.

Mural By Nacho Arte



Salem Keizer
Gateway 
Signage

River Rd. N /Broadway St. NE

SPAC recommended using an 
existing style guide and City symbols 
including Salem’s new flag logo.



City Art 
Projects

Interdepartmental Support

• Street Painting Program
• Utility Box Wrap Project

Grant Neighborhood – Roundabouts on Hood at Winter & Cottage



Community
Awareness/
Education
• Slow Art Day
• Interactive Kiosk
• Neighborhood Association 

Presentations
• Social Media
• Labeling/Signage



Additional
Ongoing/Future 
Projects
• Database Update, Maintenance, Improvement
• Artwork Condition Reports
• Updates to City Code: artist copyright; 

mural easement; retaining wall murals; 
temporary art 

• Enhancing collection with major
local artist’s work



Thank you 
Salem City 
Council!

Questions?
 

Everything Everyhing  by Bonnie Hull  -  Library Collection
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