
From: Aaron Snyder
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Written testimony - ceasefire resolution
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 4:49:34 PM

My name is Aaron Snyder and I live in West Salem. I am writing today to urge you to take
action calling for a permanent ceasefire in Palestine.

Tonight, I am home with my son, who joined our family earlier this month. We had a hard
night last night- it was too hot, there wasn’t enough milk in the world, and my son had a nose
that just wanted to stay stuffy. Since we brought him home from the hospital, I’ve tried to
imagine what it would be like trying to do everything we’ve had to do to care for our son if we
lived in Gaza right now. His little snuffles broke my heart. I cannot imagine what it would be
like to be responsible for a young life in Gaza and it’s a scenario no human should face in
reality. 

The whole world has been watching this genocide unfold in real time and our country has
made a name for itself as a pariah amongst global leaders during each of the over 230 days the
Israeli siege has been allowed to continue. 

It is now the extremely pathetic truth that we need to act, not for the good of others. That time
has long since passed. You must pass this resolution today so that we can save ourselves.
Someday we may need to look to the world for protection. Based on our current policies and
actions, who do you think will respond in our time of need?

Aaron J. Snyder
Phone: (503) 887-5141
Email: asnyderslojd@gmail.com
Website: www.freshoffthebark.com



From: Bev Grace
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Salem City council speaking about Hamas
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:56:00 PM

Leaders of the Salem City council, 
I wish to say that the war in Israel was started by Hamas on October 7th with horrible activity,
killing raping burning babies alive that has brought great trouble and death!
Israel has not done genocide but has been fighting for the freedom of their country. And they
have continued to help the people in Hamas by giving them food and protecting people there
their families and children's live . Israel tell them to get away from the area where fighting is
going on, before they will begin any fighting.
A
Israel did not start this fight, and must watch over their country and their people from the tax
coming in from outside their country.
Thank you, 
B.Grace



From: holdout-germane-0c@icloud.com
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Regarding the Israel/Hamas war resolution
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:23:55 PM

Salem City Council members,

I strongly oppose the resolution proposed by the Salem Human Rights Commission as well as the alternative
resolutions submitted by members of the city council and city staff.

I recognize the deep divisions within our community regarding the war between Israel and Hamas. However, I do
not believe that It is the role or responsibility of the Salem City Council to involve itself in foreign affairs. As a
volunteer council, your plate is full balancing the city budget particularly in light of the financial challenges facing
the city over the next few years.

In addition, if Salem City Council were to decide that it needed to have its own foreign policy, I would hope that it
would take a stand and denounce other civilian deaths in wars around the world (Yemen, Ukraine, Sudan, Haiti,
Myanmar, etc.) The Gaza war is not the only place around the world that has experienced a loss of civilian life.

In short, please reconsider a Gaza resolution and focus on the day-to-day needs of Salem residents.

Sent from my iPhone

Sincerely,

David M. Levy



From: Gregory Denney
To: CityRecorder
Cc: joe@salemreporter.com; info@salemreporter.com
Subject: Comment on Gaza Resolution by City Council
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:11:57 PM

Dear Members of the Salem City Council,
I am grateful for the work of the Salem Reporter as they share important news from Salem
and beyond.  I read Joe Siess's article and the linked resolution (see: Salem City Council to
consider Gaza ceasefire resolution Tuesday  - Salem Reporter ) on the Council's consideration
of a resolution on Gaza, and I humbly ask the Council to *NOT* adopt the resolution. As the
City Council of Salem has no authority nor influence on these pertinent issues, this resolution
will only increase division among our own community.  A neutral position without an adopted
resolution would serve the diverse citizens of Salem better.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Greg Denney
City of Salem resident



From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of halsmith97317@gmail.com
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Submission
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:48:25 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your
Name Hal Smith

Your
Email halsmith97317@gmail.com

Your
Phone 5416201090

Street 6255 Carver Ct NE
City Salem
State OR
Zip 97317

Message

Comment for public record RE: Gaza Cease Fire Please do not adopt a resolution
for a cease fire. A resolution is acting in the best interests of Hamas of whom we
should all oppose. Just because students at Willamette University took their actions
recently it should be noted that reporters said it was led by SDS, Students for a
Democratic Society. The SDS is an anti-American anarchy organization. It was an
active danger during the Vietnam War era and continues to align itself with
anything associated with the overthrow of the United States. There is far more fact
finding needed along with an education on the perils of war before proceeding with
such a resolution. Do not be a bullhorn for Hamas. War is hell and civilian
casualties are a part of it. Once Hamas releases all live and deceased hostages is it
appropriate to discuss the transition to peace with Iran alone fully funding any
rebuilding in Gaza.

This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 5/28/2024.



From: J. Storm
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Gaza
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:27:47 PM

Salem is facing severe financial problems because the City Council can't say no to any
project, there is an increase of gun violence on our streets, and yet the Council
wastes the time and energy to get involved in an issue half way around the world
where you have absolutely no influence.    

Your resolution will call for an end to Israel's offensive in Gaza, ignoring the fact that
there was peace in the region until Hamas swarmed across the border and murdered
over 1200 people.  You ask for the free flow of humanitarian aid to the people of
Palestine, even knowing that most (if not all) of that aid will be stolen by Hamas for
their own purposes.  After all, those tunnels and underground structures didn't build
themselves.  Over 70% of the Palestinian people support the vile actions of Hamas
on October 7th and they have continually voted since 2006 to have Hamas as their
government.  Remember that the Palestinian people danced in the street when the
Twin Towers in New York were brought down on 9/11, and shouted "Death to
America."

Your antisemitic stance sickens and disgusts me.  It would not surprise me to hear
that most of the City Council ends up joining the protestors and chanting "From the
river to the sea" without having an inkling of what that expression means.

There is no reason for the City Council to get involved in this issue.  You are only
doing it to appease an extremely loud and vocal minority who wish to eradicate the
State of Israel.

Joan Storm
6865 Lemongrass Loop, SE
Salem, OR    97306



From: Laurie Dougherty
To: CityRecorder; Chris Hoy; Virginia Stapleton
Subject: Support for City Council 5/28 Agenda 5.b. 24-222 HRC Resolution on Gaza
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 4:13:19 PM

Mayor Hoy, Councilor Stapleton, City Councilors, and Mr. Stahley,

I strongly support the Salem Human Rights Commission Resolution on Gaza (Agenda
Item 5.b. 24-222).  The HRC resolution describes the atrocities perpetrated by Israeli
forces on the Palestinian people, atrocities that the world sees happening on a daily
basis. The actions of Hamas are abhorrent, however, Israel’s retaliation goes far beyond
self defense. Genocide is a very serious charge, but it accurately characterizes the
violence, destruction, displacement, and impediments to international food, water and
medical aid imposed by Israel on the Palestinian people. 

I support those Jewish people and Jewish organizations that are calling for a cease fire.
I’m not Jewish but my ex-husband is a secular Jew who has always been sympathetic to
the situation of the Palestinian people. I learned years ago to understand the oppressive
conditions that Palestinians experience in Gaza, the West Bank and Israel. 

As an American, I do not want my country to provide funds to Israel for its assault on and
continuing oppression of Palestinians. I support the HRC demand that the United States
stop arming Israel.

Salem, the name of our city, has its roots in both Hebrew and Arabic words for peace.
Let’s live up to it. Vote Yes on the Human Rights Commission Resolution.

Due to another commitment, I cannot attend the City Council meeting. I appreciate the
opportunity to submit this comment in writing.

Laurie Dougherty, Ward 1



From: noreply@cityofsalem.net on behalf of erikandruth@gmail.com
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Submission
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:13:33 PM
Attachments: ATT00001.bin

Your
Name Ruth Larson

Your
Email erikandruth@gmail.com

Your
Phone 5039108970

Street 1483 35TH AVE. NW
City Salem
State OR
Zip 97304

Message

To Salem City Councilors, My name is Ruth Larson and I have lived in Salem for
fifty years. I am Jewish and am concerned about the statement you are considering
regarding the Israeli-Gaza war. Having attended the last two Human Rights
Commission meetings online and in-person, I have chosen to let you, the elected
officials, know my thoughts as you decide whether to accept the Human Rights
Commission proposal, change it or submit no statement. It is indeed a difficult and
weighty decision as this war has inflamed emotions, through terror and military
actions, and caused untold human misery. Further, as I contemplate your task I am
worried that any statement can accomplish your goal to represent the thoughts and
feelings of this city and not further cause anxiety and rancor. My major objection is
the use of the word genocide in the statement. I know the term genocide has several
legal definitions in many codes of law, internationally and in our US code of laws.
It is a very serious criminal offense and has been of late used loosely to describe,
especially Israeli military actions. What purpose would using this term serve in any
statement meant to support peace, negotiate a cease-fire, end hostilities, return
hostages, feed and educate a war-torn region? I ask you to choose words carefully
and with consideration of their effect. Thank you, Sincerely, Ruth Larson

This email was generated by the dynamic web forms contact us form on 5/28/2024.



From: SUSAN KAISER
To: CityRecorder
Subject: Regarding Agenda item #5, 24-222
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 4:38:15 PM

Dear City Council Members:

I want to voice my concern regarding the three resolutions that you have proposed asking for an immediate ceasefire
in the Gaza conflict.
I believe the Human Rights Resolution is full of inaccuracies and that the other two show a lack of understanding of
the history of Gaza and what has been happening there.

First of all Gaza was given to the Palestinians as a land for peace gesture in 2005. Israeli citizens were uprooted
from their homes and communities that they had built after the 1967 war.  Those citizens left beautiful crops and
farm land intact for the Palestinian people when they vacated Gaza--when the Palestinian Authority took over.

Two years later in 2007 the Hamas terrorist organization took over the Gaza Strip from the PA. Under Hamas the
once rich Gaza Strip has been devastated and used as a terrorist hub to destabilize the area.  Constant barrages of
missiles daily come into Israel, killing innocent civilians in and destroying their property and farms. They have
robbed the people of Gaza of money meant for humanitarian aid, building instead tunnels filled with weopons etc.
right in the midst of hospitals, schools—even within them.  This has been a constant since they took over.  They
indoctrinate Gazan children to hate Jews and teach them how to kill them.  UNRWA is complicit in that they fund
many of these schools.  When Hamas says “river to the sea”, they mean the total obliteration of the nation of Israel. 
Hamas, Hezbollah and other Iranian proxies call Israel the little satan and the USA the great satan. They hate us and
are bent on our destruction.  Since October 7, Israel has been fighting for her survival.

We all want to see this war end and the hostages come home--but that is what this is—war.  Germany suffered
terribly at the end of World War II—innocent civilians died and lost their homes.  However, Hitler had to be stopped
—his plan was world domination—an axis of evil.  That’s what these terrorist organizations are—we saw that on
9/11 and we could see it again even on our own soil if they are not stopped. 

I’ve traveled to Israel many times and I love the people. I have both Muslim and Jewish friends there. In our city,
Salem, we have Jews and Muslims and many other faiths—all beautiful people.  We don’t teach our children to hate
each other but to love and respect one another.

When I read the resolutions that are being proposed by the city council, I fear lest we give license to those who
promote hatred and death.  Hamas has used the Gazan civilians as human shields for too long and must be stopped.
Israel is a sovereign nation fighting for its survival against those who’ve sworn to destroy them. A cease fire would
only give them time to regroup and rearm and destroy some more.  They’ve promised they will do another October
7.

I am asking that you not join with the other states in adopting a resolution that blames the nation of Israel for
defending itself against terrorists. 

Thank you for listening.

Susan Kaiser



From: Sam Skillern
To: CityRecorder
Cc: citycouncil
Subject: HRC and Alternative Resolution -
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 3:40:41 PM

Dear Mayor and City Councilors,
I know there's a very important issue before you tonight.  Here are some considerations and
questions:
1.  Has the City taken such a position on global strife before, and will it continue to do so
into the future?  What criteria determines which issues get addressed, and which don't?
2.  Will the passage of either resolution lead to increased safety and well-being for Salem's
Jewish, Palestinian and Muslim residents?  Or the opposite?  My Jewish and Muslim friends
are very concerned about this.
3.  To what extent has the larger Salem community -- especially the community of faith --
been engaged in this conversation?  
4.  Why is there such urgency to pass a resolution?  The situation in Gaza is urgent, to be sure,
but what impact will a hastily-passed Salem resolution do to save lives in Gaza?  The safety of
Jews, Palestinians and Muslims in Salem should be the priority, which suggests a slower and
more inclusive process for consideration of a resolution.
5.  Right now, based on testimony, it seems that neither resolution is satisfactory, which
indicates more work is necessary.  
6.  Everyone's voice is important.  More weight should be given to those who are Jewish,
Palestinian and Muslim.  Professional advocacy is fine; personal culture, ethnicity and lived
experience carries more weight.  To what extent are these voices being heard and heeded?

Thank you for listening,
Sam Skillern
1255 Cottage ST NE
Salem Ward 1



From: Salem for Palestine
To: CityRecorder
Subject: PETITION for PUBLIC RECORD 406 SIGNATURES
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 4:10:06 PM
Attachments: Salem CEASEFIRE PETITION.pdf

Dear City Council and recorder,

Please include this petition with 406 signatures in the public record. Please note that the wording
aligns with the wording of the HRC ceasefire resolution draft.

Sincerely,
Salem for Palestine collective











159 Chucky Lulu chuckylulu@yahoo.com Salem OR 97317 5/4/2024 

160 Kurvin Gordon kurvin@oneuglyduck.com Salem OR 97301 5/4/2024 

161 Natalie Doerfler ndoerf1er2@gmail.com Salem OR 97304 5/4/2024 

162 Hudson Browning hejb345@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/4/2024 

163 Avery Lutthans alutthans@gmail.com Salem OR 97302 5/4/2024 

164 Minovis Roman minovisa23@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/4/2024 

165 Colin Davis colinmichaeld@icloud.com Salem OR 97306 5/4/2024 

166 India Baker miss.indiabaker@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/4/2024 

167 Jordan Collmann jordansquatch@gmail.com Salem OR 97304 5/4/2024 

168 Ashley Cervantes ashleycervantes833@gmail.com Salem OR 97317 5/4/2024 

169 Julia Gullerud jewelsy7coolsie@gmail.com Salem OR 97302 5/5/2024 

170 Abby Monica! akmonical@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

171 Ada Rickard ada.a.rickard@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

172 Annie Birch Wright abirchwright@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

173 Ruby Lauer rclauer@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

174 Amalia Macalady amaliamacalady@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

175 Rhianon Hampton rhianon.hampton@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

176 Marni Aosved mgaosved@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

177 Payton Ives ivespayton@gmail.com Salem OR 97304 5/5/2024 

178 Emery Kerani jiakerani4@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

179 Rachel West RaCel1o48@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

180 Q Wilson quenbywilson@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

181 Alex van Nieuwenhuyser alex4vans@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

182 Kai Makino•Dilloway kaimakinodilloway@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

183 Basil Allen nrallen@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

184 Naomi DeGasperi naomi.e.degasperi@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

185 Aiden Dopson aidenldopson@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

186 Maya Colclazier maya.colclazier@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

187 Kyera Lutton kyerablue@gmail.com Salem OR 97302 5/5/2024 

188 Sarahjane Early narwhalmelon2@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/5/2024 

189 Caitlin Sinclair caitlinhooley@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

190 Leila Fischer leilarflscher@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

191 Iris McClure igmcclure45@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

192 Anna Burns burns.anna@aol.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

193 Lily Fessenden lilyannfess@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

194 Aida Bantjes ambantjes@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

195 Matteo Alemany alemany.matteo@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

196 Jack Hickey jackhhickey@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

197 Mashani Coleman mashanieatspancakes@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

198 Maddie Strate maddie.strate@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

199 Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

200 Grace Corsac gracecorsac@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

201 Ella Chatalas ezchatalas@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

202 Joselyn Lagunas joselynlagunas28@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

203 Juanmaurilio Villalobos jvil1alobos54321@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

204 Kendra Hutchinson kshutchinson@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

205 Anna Foster annarose614@gmail.com Salem OR 97306 5/6/2024 

206 Sarah Henderson sghenderson@willamette.edu Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

207 Francesca cupcakejester@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

208 Zander Huston zanderjhuston@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

209 Olivia Reinhart 0reinhart21@gmail.com Salem OR 97301 5/6/2024 

The  individual listed on line 199 informed the City that their name was used without their
permission or knowledge and asked that their name be removed from the record.

**

**















From: Sen Patterson
To: CityRecorder
Cc: Chris Hoy; Virginia Stapleton; Linda Nishioka; Trevor Phillips; Deanna Gwyn; Jose Gonzalez; Julie Hoy; Vanessa

Nordyke; Micki Varney
Subject: Comment on Resolution related to the crisis in Gaza
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 4:10:06 PM
Attachments: Letter Cease Fire Resolution Salem City Council.pdf

Dear City Recorder,
 
State Senator Deb Patterson submits the attached comment ahead of tonight’s Salem City Council
meeting, regarding the Human Rights Commission’s recommended language for a resolution related
to the crisis in Gaza. Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thank you,
 
Megan Wai
Chief of Staff
Senator Deb Patterson, SD 10
(503) 986-1710
900 Court Street NE, S-411 | Salem, OR 97301
 



 
 

OREGON STATE SENATE/SENADO DEL ESTADO DE OREGON 
 
May 28, 2024 
 
Dear Members of the Salem City Council,  
 
I am writing in support of the resolution of the Human Rights Commission regarding the current 
atrocities in Gaza, with a few caveats. 
 
The attack by Hamas on October 7, 2023, which took the lives of more than a thousand Israelis, was 
horrific and should not be forgotten, any more than the attack on September 11, 2001 on the World 
Trade Center, which took the lives of more than 5000 Americans was horrific and should not be 
forgotten.  That pain and trauma is real and will have far-lasting echoes of suffering.  
 
While many Americans have family and friends in Israel and Gaza, we must remember that our American 
neighbors in here Salem, both Jewish and Palestinian, were not and are not in control of the events that 
have unfolded since October 2023.  Those actions rest on the leaders of Hamas and Israel alone. 
 
Together with our Jewish and Palestinian neighbors in this country – and with so many of our brothers 
and sisters in Gaza and Israel – we call out for an immediate ceasefire to this conflict.   
 
I agree that the City of Salem holds as a key value compassion and is committed to promoting peace, 
unity, and respect for all its residents, and that we recognize and stand in solidarity with our Muslim and 
Jewish communities, reaffirming our commitment to their safety, security, and well-being.   
 
However, it must be made clear that no taxpayer dollars from the Salem budget have gone to support 
this conflict, which is somewhat implied in the $2,357,111 figure.  In addition, every people should have 
the right to defend themselves. 
 
I strongly support the resolution which stands in solidarity with our Muslim and Jewish communities, 
and which opposes bigotry and hate against any resident of, or visitor to, our community, which is called 
Salem - City of Peace - Shalom in Hebrew, Salaam in Arabic.  We are one community, and I hope and pray 
that we will stand together for peace now, and in the days to come with the human family that is 
needlessly suffering now across the globe. 
 
With thanks,  
 

 
 
Oregon State Senator 
Senate District 10 




